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Saturday, December 7, 1957 


Council Firm on Clean-up 
As 2nd Convention Opens 


Meany Bars ‘Deals’ 
With Wrongdoers 


. Atlantic City, N. J—The AFL-CIO is “not going to compromise 
with evil,” Pres. George Meany declared in a 45 minute keynote 


address to the AFL-CIO Convention here. 
“The AFL-CIO,” he said, is a movement “not under political 


a 
ws 


Evil Meany Tells Delegates — 


Corruption 
‘Top Issue 
Of Sessions 


By Henry C. Fleisher 


Atlantic City, N. J.—Removal 
Fof corrupt influences from the 
labor movement was the number 
one issue as the AFL-CIO’s sec- 
ond constitutional convention 
opened here Dec. 5. 


control, not under company domination, not under government 
control and not under world con-® 
“trol.” He noted that the AFL-CI1O ' 
Constitution written two years ago Suspended 
’ contained “high principles” and he| ~ . 

added that “frankly, we didn’t know 


i . >, 
Constitution—Pres. 1. S. porarily delayed when union offi- | ‘© the AFL-CIO convention open- — “to punish for past offenses,” ark keynote speech— 
Buckmaster of the Rubber cers here renewed their declara- |i"& Dec. 5, covers every aspect of |but rather to enforce at the pres- Rcation : 
Workers. tions that they wanted to “meet |AFL-ClO activity since the merger |¢nt time the AFL-CIO constitution Se eager 
Education—Pres. Peter all conditions to stay within the convention two years ago. and policy declaration. ery tions—Page 1. 
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then that our action would be justi- 
fied by events to the extent it has.” 
Minority Corrupt 

Corrupt influences in a small 
number of unions, Meany said, 
“represent a threat to all of our 
achievements of the past.” as well 
as to the effectiveness of the labor 
movement in the future. 

He derided newspaper stories 
that he might be arranging alleged 
“deals.” He emphasized that what- 
ever is presented to the convention 
will be “the decision of the Execu- 
tive Council in these matters.” 

Meany made clear that corrupt 
elements represent only “a very, 
very tiny minority of our union.” 

“We know we have every 
right to be proud of the officers 
of our unions, every right to be 
proud of our members in unions 
of this great nation,” he said. 

“Without question and with- 
out hesitation, we will compare 

(Continued on Page 16) 


Chairmen Named 
For Committees 


Atlantic City — Here’s a 
list of the convention com- 
mittees and their chairmen: 

Appeals—Pres. Alex Rose 
of the Hatters. 

Credentials—Pres. Joseph 
Beirne of the Communica- 
tions Workers. 


Executive Council Report 
—Pres. Walter P. Reuther of 
the Auto Workers. _ 

Resolutions—Pres, George 
Harrison of the Railway 
Clerks. 


S. Potofsky of the Clothing 
Workers. 


Unions File 


Appeals 
By Willard Shelton 


Atlantic City, N. J.— Three 
unions under suspension by the 
Executive Council took appeals 
to an Appeals Committee as the 
second "AFL-CIO convention 
opened here. 

The Teamsters, Bakery Workers 
and Laundry Workers asked the 
Appeals Committee, headed by 
Pres. Alex Rose of the Hatters 
Union,. to override the Executive 
Council and recommend to the 
convention that suspension orders 
and expulsion proposals be lifted. 


UTW Suspended 

The Executive Council, meeting 
the day before the convention, de- 
nounced as “not in good faith” 
statements by the United Textile 
Workers that they were seeking to 
place themselves “in compliance” 
with council directives. AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany stated that “as 
of this afternoon” the UTW was 
suspended “with the right of ap- 
peal” to the appeals committee. 

The case of the Distillery 
Workers, where a_ purported 
“compliance” convention was dis- 
rupted by what Meany called 
“actual physical force,” was tem- 


Einar Mohn, executive assistant 
to Pres. Dave Beck, presented the 
appeal of the Teamsters to the 
appeals -committee. He was sched- 
uled also to speak for the Team- 
sters when the appeals committee 


discrimnatory, arbitrary and based 
largely on charges in reports of a 
(Continued on Page 16) 
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Two Years of Progress: 


out its problems “by democratic 
methods and with a democratic 
spirit.” 

The council said that every un- 
ion member “may take justified 
pride” in the AFL-CIO’s record— 
“while recognizing that we “still 
have far to go to achieve the sort 
of labor movement that will be 
ideal.” 

The report, which was presented 


tary-treasurer’s report; develop- 
ments in the labor movement, 
1955-57; the national economy; 
international relations; social se- 
curity; the worker and the com- 
munity—a discussion of such fields 


-A separate supplemental report 
contains all the.documents in the 


cases of six international unions 


Proud Record Cited 
In Council Report 


Atlantic City—The AFL-CIO, now two years old, can be proud 
of its accomplishments and of the progress it has made 
period of complex and often adverse circumstances,” the AFL- 
CIO Executive Council declared in its first biennial report. 

The report, a 400-page illustrated document, said the AFL- 


“in a 


CIO has been seeking to work*® 


which have been under investiga- 
tion at various times during the 
past two years by the Ethical Prac- 
tices Committee, as well as the 
cases of two directly-affiliated local 
unions in which malpractices had 
been found. 
Ethical Practices 

In a detailed summary of ethical 
practices matters, the council said 
it had not sought in any single 


“conscientiously attempted” to 
comply with the AFL-CIO’s con- 
stitutional provisions and resolu- 
tion on ethical practices “has been 
investigated or given directives by 
the Executive Council.” 


ate ‘steps before final disciplinary 
action was taken by the council.” 


(Continued on Page 13) 


Hundreds of delegates traveling 


from various parts of the country — 


fought blizzard weather and dis- 


rupted transportation lines to arrive - 


at the session in the huge conven- 
tion hall on the windswept Board- 
walk. 

_ Teamsters Major Point 

The major point of interest and 
speculation, as the convention 


opened: the future relationship of 
the AFL-CIO and its largest af- 


| filiate, the suspended brotherhood 


of ‘Teamsters. 

The Executive Council, meeting 
all day Dec. 4 — just before the 
convention,— continued its “firm” 
policy with unions failing to meet 
the AFL-CIO’s ethical standards. 

First, it ordered suspension 
and possible expulsion of the 
United Textile Workers, on 
grounds that the union had failed 
to exert good-faith efforts to 
clean its house. AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany charged that 
“robbery” and “thievery” have 
continued in the UTW leader- 
ship. The council will invite 
UTW leaders to state their case 
to the convention. 


Secondly, the Distillery Workers 


(Continued on Page 16) 


Convention News 
Stories Index 
AFL-CIO Pres. George 


Executive Council report 
Pages 1, 12, 13, 14, 15. 

Intl. Labor Press Associa- 
tion convention—Page 2. 

Building and Construction 
Trades convention—Page 3. 
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AFL-CIO: NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1957 


"Labor Press to Intensify | 
Drive Against Racket Papers 


Atlantic City, N. J.—An intensified drive to rid the trade union movement of remaining racket pa- 
pers so that the labor press can turn its full energies to the task of serving*union members in the 
difficult period ahead was touched off by the Intl. Labor Press Association here. é 

Taking stock of the job done since its last convention, the more than 300 delegates to the ILPA 
convention voted to keep up the pressure until the racket sheets are abolished and called for affilia- 


By Saul Miller 


tion with the National Better Busi-® 


ness Bureau to intensify the. fight. 
and educate businessmen to the 
evils of the racket press. 

Terzick New President _ 

Rounding out three days of ac- 
tivity that included press confer- 
ences with leading labor - figures, 
panel discussions on how to make 
the labor press more effective and 
addresses by AFL-CIO officers, the 
convention elected ‘Peter Terzick, 
editor of The Carpenter, president 
for a two year term and re-elected 
Bernard R. Mullady, AFL-CIO 
News circulation manager, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Terzick succeeds Gordon H. 
Cole, editor of the Machinist, who 
served as ILPA president from its 
inception at the merger of APL 
and CIO editor’s groups. 


since its formation and com- 
mended it especially for setting 
up a code of ethics and acting 
on it. The ILPA code, he said, 
“emphasizes the importance of 
the position that the AFL-CIO 
is taking on the corruption is- 
sue.” 

Meany struck out sharply at 
racket papers and yearbooks that 
are operated by racket advertising 
techniques. He urged the editors 
to examine the racket paper prob- 
lem and determine if “there isn’t 
some way that a book or a paper 
which is supported by advertising, 
assuming that it does serve a proper 
purpose and is done properly, that 
the cost of that publication cannot 
be borne by the expenditure of 
trade union money, or by the mem- 
bers themselves through the expen- 
diture of dues money.” 

In order to meet the problems 


facing the labor movement and the 
labor ‘press, he warned “we have 
got to first see that the tools we 
use are in good order.” 

AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler told the convention “the 
labor press has made the greatest 
contribution to the merger of the 
AFL-CIO than any other single 
part of the labor movement.” He 
added the ILPA grants the full 
concept of a merged organization. 


He also urged very strongly that) 


the moral symbols that were estab- 
lished by the AFL-CIO Code of 
Ethics be used. 


Hold Panel Discussions 


Cole told the ILPA delegates in 
his keynote speech that the trade 
union movement must step’ up its 
public relations efforts if the trade 
union movement “is to survive in 
this era of mass communication.” 
The problem of the labor editors, 
he said, is to “increase the propor- 
tion of our members who are not 
only willing but who are equipped 
with enough information to present 
the union program intelligently.” 

In sessions devoted to “improv- 
ing the tools” the delegates partici- 
pated in a panel discussion on edi- 
tors’ responsibilities led by Louis 
Lyons, curator of the Nieman Foun- 
dation. Terzick served as panel 
chairman; members were Henry C. 
Fleisher, director of the Dept. of 
Publications, AFL-CIO; Bernard 
Stern, Toledo Union Journal; and 
Earl M. Almquist, Minnesota Union 
Advocate. 

The editors also interviewed three 
top AFL-CIO staff members on 
legislation, the economic outlook 
and community services. 

Andrew J. Biemiller, director 
of legislation for AFL-CIO, said 


‘Toledo Union Journal 


Wins Top ILPA Award 


The Toledo Union Journal has been awarded the grand prize 


in the 1957 Journalistic Awards 


Contest of the Intl. Labor Press 


Association. ILPA President Gordon H. Cole, in announcing the 


award winners, said that the Toledo 
Union Journal was first in seven 
categories out of 24 judged. The 
judging was done by the Graduate 
School of Journalism | ef Colum- 
bia University. 


300 Entries Submitted _ 

The Toledo Union Journal, was 
entered in contests for. both state 
and local central bodies and pub- 
lications of local unions. It was 
judged tops in editorial excellence 
in both categories, best single edi- 
torial in both categories and best 
front page, best regular column and 
best community project in one 
category. 

More than 300 entries were sub- 
mitted in the contest, the largest 
number ever entered. 

Other publications. judged tops 
in editorial excellence with news 
formats were the Retail, Wholesale 
and Department Store Record and 
the Labor Journal of Vallejo-Napa, 
Calif. 

Publications with magazine for- 
mats winning first prizes for edi- 
torial excellence included the Elec- 
trical Workers’ Journal, Canadian 
Packinghouse Worker and Hotel 
and Club Voice of New York City. 

Other prize winners for inter- 
national union publications. in- 

- ¢luded Seafarers Log (best front 
page—news format), The Butch- 
er Workman (best front. page— 
magazine format), The Hat 
Worker Ont — editorial), 


| Justice (best original 


cartoon) 
and Electrical Workers’, Journal 
(best feature article). 

Winners in other contests for 


{publications of local central bodies 
-jor trade councils were 


Detroit 
Building Tradesman = (best front 
page—news format), Detroit Build- 
ing Tradesman (best original car- 
toon), Southern California Team- 
ster (best feature article) and Sac- 
ramento, Calif., Valley Union La- 
bor Bulletin (best community proj- 
ect). 
Honorable Mention 

First in the contest among lo- 
cal union publications were 1199 
Drug News, New York City (best 
front page—magazine format), 32 
Events (best original cartoon) and 
Electrical Union World of New 
York City (best feature article). 

Publications receiving honorable 
mention in the various categories 
included Seafarers Log, Retail 
Clerks Advocate, The Railway 
Clerk, The 'Packinghouse Worker, 
The Government Standard, Sig- 
nalman’s Journal, Textile Labor, 
Bakers’ and Confectioners’. Jour- 
nal, The Machinist, United Auto- 
mobile Worker, Toledo Union 
Journal, Kenosha Labor, New Jer- 
sey Labor Herald, Milwaukee La- 


j/bor Press, San Mateo (Calif.) Un- 


ion Gazette, 32 Events, Electrical 
Union World, 1199 Drug News, 
Hotel and Club Voice and Engi- 


that the number one objective 
im Congress next session is the 
passage of the Douglas bill for 
full disclosures of welfare funds. 

“We intend to push it every 
way we know how to secure 
passage as soon after Congress 
convenes Jan. 7,” he said. 

Stanley Ruttenberg, director of 
research for AFL-CIO, painted 
a gloomy economic picture in 
1958 with unemployed running 
up to 4.5 million. 

He called for a four point 
program to reverse the downturn 
which included tax cuts for 
lower and middle income groups, 
reversal of the Administration’s 
monetary policies, vigorous wage 
efforts on part of unions to 
strengthen their collective bar- 
gaining position, and an increase 
in housing and other social serv- 
ices. 


Adoption of a “code of ethical 
practices” to prevent racial bias by 
United Funds and Community 
Chests across the country was urged 
by Leo Perlis, national director of 
the AFL-CIO Community Services 
Activities. 

Perlis told the labor editors that 
he had made his recommendation 
in a letter to top fund officials. He 
said there has been “an alarming 
increase in cases of discrimination” 
by the Community Chests and 
United Funds in recent years, most 
notably against the Urban League. 


Rhodes Praises Editors 

Rep. George Rhodes (D.-Pa.) 
told the annual awards banquet 
that the enemies of labor are more 
fearful of good, clean effective 
trade unionists than they are of cor- 
rupt trade unionists. 

“My election to Congress nine 
years ago was made possible largely 
because of the effectiveness of our 
local labor press,” Rhodes said. 
“The potentialities of the labor 
press in this country are unlimited. 
The greatest barriers, unfortunately, 


‘are a lack of interest by too many 


top labor officials. Labor has the 
talented journalists to do an effec- 
tive job for public relations. All 
they need is recognition and sup- 
port of labor leadership, particu- 
larly from international union 
officers.” 

Prior to adoption of resolutions 
to step up the drive on racket sheets 
the delegates got a first-hand report 
from District Atty. Edward S. Sil- 
ver on the case of six men he helped 
convict in the American Labor-Re- 
view case. 


News, PAI Commended 


In other resolutions the conven- 
tion commended the AFL-CIO 
News for helping balance the one- 
sided news presentation of the com- 
mercial press, urged passage of 
legislation providing for wider dis- 
semination of information by gov- 
ernment agencies and condemned 
the “unjust” imprisonment of Milo- 
van Djilas, former vice president of 
Yugoslavia, for his book on com- 
munism. 

Marie Downey of the Electrical 
Workers Journal and Jim Goodsell 
of the Oregon Labor Press were 
elected ILPA vice presidents and 
Cole was made an ex officio. mem- 
ber of the Executive Board. 

The delegates for the first time 
in years expressed satisfaction with 
the two services presently providing 
news and mats to the labor press. 
One‘is the AFL-CIO News Service 
and the other is Press Associates, 
Inc. The convention called for full 
support of PAI, to improve the cali- 


neers News Record. 


ber and coverage of labor news. 


EDITOR BE] 


of Toledo Union ournal (center) 


walked off with seven awards in the Intl. Labor Press Association 


contest. Congratulations come from Gordon H. Cole (left), retiring 


ILPA president, and Peter Terzick, elected. to head up the labor 
press organization for the next two years. 


Capt. Lurvey Elected 
By Mates, Pilots Union 


Washington—Capt. R. D. Lurvey of Boston ae elected president 
pro tem of the Masters, Mates and Pilots when the 11-man execu- 
tive board of the union accepted the resignation of Capt. C. T. 


Atkins, at a special meeting in® 
Washington. 

Atkins, head of New York Local 
88 as well as president of the inter- 
national, was found guilty in gen- 
eral sessions court of conspiracy 
and accepting a bribe of $100 from 
a union member to get him a job 
on a ship. 

Judge Mitchell D. Schweitzer 
held Atkins and Leo Harlow, a 
dispatcher for Local 88, in $5,000 
bail each for sentencing Jan. 8. 

They were arrested on the com- 
plaint of James J. Sullivan of An- 
dover, Mass., who said he had been 
unable to find a berth for three 


months. When he paid the $100 he 


got a third mate’s post at once. The ; 


payoff was observed by detectives 
and a tape recording of the dis- 
cussion was played to the jury. 

Peter M. McGavin, assistant to 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, was 
present at the board meeting at the 
invitation of the MMP. 

Lurvey will serve until the 
union’s next convention in 1960 or 
until Atkins wins his freedom on an 
appeal. — 

Capt. John M. Bishop, ceili 
of the MMP, said the resignation 
of Atkins as head of the union 
would not affect immediately his 
status as head of the New York 
local. 


Single Bargaining Unit 
Won By Transport Union 


New York—The Transport Workers won a far-reaching vic- 
tory when a fact-finding board recommended a single-unit, sys- 
temwide representation election among the 32,400 employes of 


the New York. Transit Authority.4 


The panel thus rejected the 
claims of a number of small, in- 
dependent unions that their spe- 
cial skills entitled them to a status 
apart from the great mass of work- 
ers on the city’s subway and bus 
lines. The Transit Authority it- 
self, at hearings before the board, 
had joined the TWU in urging sys- 
temwide representation by a single 
bargaining unit. 

The decision is informal. The 
TWU and the Transit Authority 
had agreed in advance to be bound 
by it, but the nearly score of splin- 
ter unions which had hearings 
made no such commitment. 

The board was appointed by the 
American Arbitration Association, 
which now will be asked to con- 
duct the representation vote. Bal- 
loting is expected in about two 
weeks, in time to give the TWU, 
which has been unofficially recog- 
nized as bargaining agent, a chance 
to negotiate with the oT: 
The present contract ends Dec. 1 


In its decision, the board ex- 
pressed the conviction that “the 
most urgent need for the devel- 
opment of sound and stable la- 
bor relations” on the transit sys- 
tem is “effective collective bar- 
gaining.” 

It described its recommenda- 
tion as “the best possible way 
-e « « to do an effective job for 
the employes, to stabilize the 
relationship with the employer 
and to minimize the likelihood 
of work stoppages.” 


Arthur J.. Goldberg, AFL-CIO 
special council, presented the un- 
ion’s case before the panel, which 
was composed: of Chairman David 
L. Cole, former head of the Fed- 
eral Mediation & Conciliation 
Service; Dr. George W. Taylor, 


former chairman of the War La- 
bor Board and the Wage Stabiliza- 
tion Board, and Aaron Horvitz, 
former member 6f the Atomic En- 
ergy Commission’s labor relations | 
.| panel, 
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Building Trades Set J iivisdiction Talks 


Meany Speech Dispells 
Threatened Disaffiliation — 


By Eugene 


Atlantic City, N. J—The threatened revolt of some segments of 
the building trades unions fizzled in the closing minutes of the Golden 
Anniversary Convention of the AFL-CIO Building & ‘Construction 


Trades Dept. 


Only a tiny handful registered their opposition to a resolution 


A. Kelley 


calling for continued talks to re-® 


solve a dispute with industrial 
unions, at least until next Feb. 28. 
Adopt . Recommendations 


The rest of the delegates followed 
the course of moderation urged the 


day before in- a powerful speech| 


by AFL-CIO. Pres. George Meany 
and adopted the recommendations 
of a committee headed by Pres. 
Maurice A. Hutcheson of the Car- 
penters. 


Plumbers & Pipefitters Pres. 
Peter T. Schoemann scoffed at 
the notion that “this problem 
can better be solved by with- 
drawing and disaffiliating from 
the federation.” This is the time, 
he urged, for “cool heads and 
objective thinking.” ‘ 

Some headway has already been 
made, Schoemann went on, to- 
ward settlement of the dispute. He 
reviewed the negotiations made 
since shortly after merger, taking 
issue from time to time with the 
interpretations and attitudes of rep- 
resentatives of the Industrial Union 
Dept., but arguing that the gains 
were made “by conference and. by 
reason, not by disaffiliation ... 

“By disaffiliation,” he warned, 
“we will hurt and injure not only 
our cause but the whole trade union 
movement and in the wake of dis- 
affiliation bring down upon the la- 
bor movement an avalanche of anti- 
labor laws.” 


Talks To Continue 


Only half a dozen speakers 
urged sterner steps than those ad- 
vocated in the recommendations. 
Most of these had been the loud- 
est in their condemnation of mer- 
ger and antipathy toward what they 
termed “encroachment on the jur- 
isdictional rights of the building 
trades” by industrial unions. 


They came from city and state 
building trades councils in Detroit, 
Ohio, California, Michigan and 
New Jersey. Applause for their 
comments was sparse. 

The BCTD will go before the 
AFL-CIO convention, the recom- 
mendation said, and ask that the 
jurisdictions of the building trades 
be guaranteed and that any en- 
croachment by industriab unions be 
condemned, 


Harmony talks would con- 
tinue at least until next Feb. 28 
when, if no_ settlement is 
reached, the department com- 
mittee will report at once to the 
19 general presidents of depart- 
ment affiliates who “will make 
a final decision on the future 
steps to be taken. .. .” 


Disagrees With Gray 

Observers credited the outcome 
to the committee who persuaded 
advocates of 19 anti-federation res- 
olutions to change their stand and 
the talk by Meany in which he 
clashed with BCTD Pres, Richard 
J. Gray on a number of points. 

In a hard-hitting speech, Meany 
asserted that the country’s present 
recession would be aggravated by 
a freeze on wages, and he recalled 
that disputes within the building 
trades sector had often run for 
decades before settlement. 

“Division can’t help, a labor war 
can’t help,” Meany warned the 
building tradesmen. 

In place of “labor fighting 1a- 
bor” the AFL-CIO head offered 


the craftsmen fields in which to 


extend their areas and expend 
their energies. In an hour-long 
speech which dipped deep into la- 
bor history; Meany moved. to head 


off internecine war with a recital 


of facts, dates and figures. 

Reads Complaints 
Gray, the day before, spent al- 
most as long in a reading of a bill 
of complaint against the industrial 
unions for infringement of juris- 
dictional areas. Most of the dele- 
gates interpreted his appeal for 
support of the Teamsters in their 
fight against expulsion as consent 
to buck the parent body despite 
appeals for unity. 

“In my personal opinion,” 
Gray said, “we are as far away 
from reaching agreement as we 
were when we first met with the 
CIO leaders back in November 
1955. This wide difference of 


opinion between the two groups — 


is due primarily to the fact that 
industrial. union leaders will not 
agree that all ‘alteration’ and ‘re- 
pair’ work is the jurisdiction of 
the building trades.” 


He exhorted his convention “to 
not only vote against expulsion of 
the Teamsters but to go out and 
actively work among our building 
trades friends to get as many votes 
against expulsion as possible.” 

Meany came into the building 
trades convention amid a chorus 
of cheers and catcalls. He left-a 
hall of delegates most of whom 
applauded heartily while a small 
group sat stone-faced; but there 
were no boos. 

Patiently, Meany retraced the 
steps taken since the merger con- 
vention to resolve the jurisdictional 
conflict between craft and indus- 
trial unions. 


Meany Concedes Problems 

Along the way, he conceded, 
there had been problems; : organiz- 
ing successes had slackened. He 
blamed the segregation issue in 
the South, the use of the corrup- 
tion issue by employers. 

He went back years to his early 
days as an officer “of a building 
trades union, the second largest 
plumbers. union in our interna- 
tional.” It did not, he said, make 
any effort to organize the skilled 
people in our trade who worked in 
industrial plants. 


Meany went on with a recital 


of membership figures of craft un- 


ions in the 1915-35 period. His 
own union, he pointed out, lost 
3,000 members in that period. 
Others gained members, as many 
others lost members. 


In the next 20 years, he con- 
tinued, “something happened and 
that something was not just a war 
. « . there was a change in the or- 
ganizing pepcie of the building 
trades.” 


Fight Real Enemies © 

No union, he promised, is going 
to turn over members it organized 
20 years ago “at the point of a 
gun.” He had enough experience, 
he said, to know “we can’t gain 
anything” by “a trade union war, 
by fighting until the last drop of 
blood is gone.” 

The only gainers, he advised, are 
the enemies of labor. “A way to 
settle this is to settle it in intelli- 
gent fashion on a man-to-man 
basis and I think a settlement can 
be worked out.” . 


BUILDING TRADES DEPT. PRES. RICHARD J. GRAY and AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany ex- 
change greetings before Meany addressed the trades department convention in which he expressed 
his differences with Gray on settling jurisdictional problems and Gray’s proposal for a wage increase 
moratorium. At left is Frank Bonadio, department secretary-treasurer, at right Harry C. Bates, presi- 
dent of the Bricklayers and an AFL-CIO vice president. 


Building Trades Delegates 
Cool to Gray Wage Freeze 


Atlantic City—A year-long freeze on wages got a frigid reception from most of the nearly 400 
delegates to the golden anniversary convention of the Building & Construction Trades Dept. 
Silence greeted Pres. Richard J. Gray’s proposal that unions forego wage increases in 1958 as an 


anti-inflationary measure. Reaction®— 


came swiftly, however, as heads of 
international unions in and out of 
the department hastily disavowed 
concurrence with any moratorium 
on wage boosts. 


Meany Against Freeze 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
brought down the trial ballon next 
day with an economic broadside 
when he addressed the convention. 

“There is no reason to con- 
clude that a wage freeze, from 
the things that I see in the eco- 
nomy, at this time would be ad- 
vantageous to anyone but the 
employers,” Meany told the de- 
legates. 

Gray’s proposal was made very 
early in his keynote speech and he 
labeled it clearly as his own opinion 
and view. Inflation, he declared, 
was an even greater problem than 
Russian supremacy in scientific 
military achievements. 

“It will do us little good to 
achieve military superiority if the 
cost and ever-increasing inflation 
eventually result in widespread un- 
employment and a_ depression,” 
Gray said. 

Hardly: had he offered his ideas 
which included a 13-man commit- 
tee from industry and _ labor, 
lowered production costs and high- 


Calvin Elected 
By Building Trades 


Atlantic City, N. J.—Pres. 
William A. Calvin of the 
Boilermakers was elected a 
vice president of the Build- 
ing & Construction Trades 
Dept. to succeed Teamsters 
Pres. Dave Beck, resigned. 

Beck notified BCTD Pres. 
Richard J. Gray of his resig- 
nation because he will be 
terminating his position as 
Teamsters head “in the fore- 
seeable future.” 

Elected with Calvin were: 
William J. McSorley, William 
E. Maloney, Maurice A. 
Hutcheson, Peter Fosco, 
-L. M. Raftery, Gordon M. 
Freeman, Peter T. Schoe- 
| mann, John H. Lyons, and 
John Rooney. 


er productivity, when heads of some 
of the 19 international unions in 
his department divorced themselves 
from his stand. 

It remained for Meany, however, 
to make clear that the Gray pro- 
posal would not be a part of labor’s 
bargaining pattern in the -year 
ahead. 

Meany recalled that a few weeks 
ago Pres. Philip Talbot of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce shouldered 
the blame for inflationary pres- 
sures on rising wages. 

The AFL-CIO head asked the 
delegates to question whether the 
country is “confronted by a con- 
tinuing inflationary situation or 
whether we are faced with an 
economic downturn.” 

Then he followed with a capsule 
recital of the economic facts of 
life: a decline in non-farm em- 
ployment, lower consumer income, 
higher unemployment compensa- 
tion claims, a slump in orders for 
manufactured goods, a downward 
trend in sales, failure of the con- 
sumer price index to inch upward 
for the first time in 14 months. 

Administration spokesmen, 
Meany noted, “have said that 
unemployment may well rise to 
as much as 4 million by early 
°58. This is a conservative es- 
timate. Unemployment may 
even go higher.” 

In the face of this, Meany 
went on, it was hard to under- 
stand. what Talbott was talking 
about in arguing against further 
wage boosts. 

“The president of this depart- 
ment (Gray) has taken somewhat 
the same position as Mr. Tal- 
bott,” Meany said. 

‘If productivity is increased and 
costs are to be reduced, Meany 
said, “this should set the stage for 
higher wages rather than a wage 
moratorium.” 

‘The constant rise in real earn- 
ings of millions of wage earners 
won through collective bargaining 


.|“has sparked the dynamic economy 


that we like to boast about here in 
the United States,” Meany declared. 

Gray’s proposal was disavowed 
at once by Pres. Maurice A, 
Hutcheson of the Carpenters; Pres. 
Gordon Freemaa, Intl. Brotherhood 


ee ae 


of Electrical Workers; Pres. L. M. 
Raftery, Painters; the executive 
board of the Steelworkers; Pres. 
James B. Carey of the Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers and 
others. — 

Pres. James A. Brownlow of the 
Metal Trades Dept. told his con- 
vention there would not nor “should 
not be any blanket action by this 
department, or for that matter by 
the AFL-CIO or any other depart- 
ment... On a wage moratorium.” 

Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell re- 
fused to be drawn into a discus- 
sion of the merits of Gray’s recom- 
mendation, telling a press confer- 
ence it was a matter for the unions 
to decide and not the government. 


Labor Sets Up 
Internship 
For Research 


_Establishment of a new labor 
research internship by the AFL- 
CIO on a one-year trial basis has 
been announced by AFL-CIO Sec.- 
Treas. William F. Schnitzler. 

In a letter to all universities hav- 
ing specialized units in the field of 
labor and industrial: relations, 
Schnitzler said the new internship 
for graduate students would be es- 
tablished in the AFL-CIO Dept. 
of Research for the year beginning 
July 1, 1958. 

“The proposed labor research in- 
ternship not only would be a 
way to recruit a young person for 
work in the AFL-CIO Dept. of 
Research but, at the same time, 
provide an opportunity for direct 
experience in this field, help train 
competent young people for posi- 
tions in trade union research work,” 
he said. 

The internship will be open to 
any college graduate who has not 
reached his 26th birthday on July 
1, 1958, and who will have com- 
pleted ‘at least one year of gradu- 
ate work. The intern will become 
a regular staff member of the AFL- 
CIO Dept. of Research for one 
year,’ working on economic anal- 
ysis, labor legislation, and collective 


bargaining developments. 
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Atlantic City, N. J.—A greatly augmented AFL-CIO Maritime Trades Dept., holding its first 
convention since the merger of the AFL and CIO two years ago, has spelled out a detailed pro- 
gram to guide its work to improve the conditions of maritime workers. 


PROBLEMS FACING AFL-CIO MARITIME UNIONS were discussed by AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany in an address to the Maritime Trades Dept. convention in Atlantic City. Alongside of Meany 
from left, are Paul Hall, department president, and Harry E. O'Reilly, department executive secretary. 


Maritime Trades Delegates Adopt. 
12-Point Program for Workers 


By Milton Plumb 


The 12-fold program recom-‘ 


mended by its resolutions com- 
mittee was approved by an unani- 
mous vote of the convention, 
which also voted to submit the 
proposals and two other resolu- 
tions to the AFL-CIO convention 
for consideration. 
Stress Five Points 

Sharply criticizing policies of 
the federal government in relation 
to the American merchant marine, 
the convention declared that “mar- 
itime is a vital part of our eco- 
nomy and, as such, requires max- 
imum attention from the stand- 
point of the economy and national 
defense.” The department's pro- 
gram, among other things, called 
for: 

1—An equitable program of 
government subsidies as a means 
of encouraging a stronger mari- 
time industry. 
2—An organizing drive to 

bring the benefits of union mem- 
bership to the thousands of new 
workers connected with the St.. 


Lawrence Seaway now nearing 


completion. 


4—Legislation to halt the 
transfer of U.S. ships to foreign 
flags. 


5—A legislative guarantee that 
the hiring hall will be recognized 
as “the proper medium for em- 
ployment in all industries in 
which its use has been an ac- 
cepted practice.” 

In addition, the convention 
pledged .a continuing fight against 
efforts to cripple the merchant ma- 
rine hospitals, attempts to eliminate 
the “50-50” provision that at least 
half of government foreign aid car- 
goes must be carried in American- 

;owned vessels, and the drive to 
enact other legislation harmful to 
organized labor. 

Support was also pledged to the 
Intl. Transport Workers Federa- 
tion and the Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions, as well as for 
the Intl, Labor Organization. 


Progress Reported _ 

pute which has existed between 
the department and unions affili- 
ated with the AFL-CIO Maritime 


Committee the convention took no 
stand on this situation and it was 
mentioned only in passing by de- 
partment officers in their conven- 
tion report. Maritime Trades Pres. 
Paul Hall stressed that “the pro- 
per place to settle these problems 
is within the labor movement.” 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, 
referring to the jurisdictional prob-. 
lems in his address, disclosed that 
he had conferred with Hall and 
Pres. Joseph Curran of the Na- 
tional Maritime Union, who is 
head of the AFL-CIO Maritime 
Committee, and that “some pro- 
gress” was made toward eliminat- 
ing the differences between the 
two groups. 

“The attitude of Paul Hall has 
been constructive,” Meany de- 
clared. “He has been prepared 
to make concessions in the inter- 
ests of harmony.” 
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In his brief mention of the juris- 
dictional problem, Hall thanked 
Meany for the “fair manner” in 
which he has sought to find a so- 
lution and said that “even though 
we cannot always win every point 
we want, certainly we cannot quar- 
rel with the manner and the meth- 
od in which we have been trying 
to work these problems out.” 


Move Toward Unity 

A major step toward unity of 
all maritime unions in one AFL- 
CIO department came when the 
convention seated delegates from 
the Marine Engineers Beneficial 
Association, the first former CIO 
union and member of the Mari- 
time Committee to affiliate. — 

The MEBA was the third new 
union to join the department since 
the AFL-CIO merger, new delega- 
tions also being *seated from the 
Boilermakers and Technical Engi- 
neers. The addition of these three 
unions brings department member, 
ship to a total of 12 unions, repre- 


senting 200,000 maritime workers. 


’ _|the American people” and would 


Harry E. O'Reilly, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the depart- 
ment, reported “gratifying” prog- 
ress in the last two years and 
said that port council programs 
in key harbor cities over the 
‘nation “have been greatly ex- 
panded.” Two new councils 
were established in the St. Louis- © 
East St. Louis and Southern 
California areas, he added. 

“As we enter our second decade 
of service since the department was 
chartered by the AFL in 1946,” 
O’Reilly said, “we can look for- 
ward with confidence in the fu- 
ture.” 

Pres. James A. Brownlow of the 
AFL-CIO Metal Trades Dept. told 
the convention that the organiza- 
tions affiliated with his department 
“are always going to work to in- 
crease the standard of living for 


Oppose any wage moratorium. He 
recalled that labor had accepted a 
similar proposal in the construc- 
tion industry in the 1930’s and 
said that although the workers had | ; 
taken wage cuts they had received 
only less work. 

Constitutional changes provid~ 
ing for delegates to future conven- 
tions of the department from the 
port or area councils were ap- 
proved. 

In addition, the convention con- 
firmed the actions of the executive 
board since the 1955 convention in 
electing O’Reilly as the depart- 
ment’s executive secretary-treasurer 


and Hall as president to replace|# 


the late Harry Lundeberg. 

It also named MEBA Pres. H. L. 
Daggett, AFTE Pres. Russell M. 
Stephens and A. J. Loughney of 
the Boilermakers to represent their 
organizations on the department 
executive board. 


IUD Appoints Three 
New Staff Members 


The addition of three new staff 
members as part of the expansion 
of its “service center” activities for 
affiliated unions has been an- 
nounced. by the AFL-CIO Indus- 
trial Union Dept. ' 

The new appointees are Everett 
Kassalow, who will be the depart- 


ment’s research director; Leonard 
Lesser, director of social security 


|where they exist or by helping or- 


{firm policy and a real program.” 


Delegates Approve: — 


To Set Up 


the department executive board 
calling for a stepped-up drive to 
organize such councils. The board’s 
report also recommended that each 
affiliated union “give added effort 
to acquaint their local unions with 
the good. they can derive from 
affiliating with these local councils 


ganize councils where none are 
already in operation.” 


Real, Live and dine. 
Joseph Lewis, secretary-treasurer 
of the department, said that such 
special union label groups must be 


just paper groups.” He stressed 
the importance of their having “a 


In his report to the conven- 
tion, Lewis called for an in- 
creased effort to carry the un- 
jon label message to individual 
union members and their fami- 
lies. This should be done, he 
said, by continued organization 
of local union label councils, 
greater publicity in the labor 
press and increased union label 
promotional activities at conven- 
tions. 

Department Pres. John Mara 
noted the growth of the depart- 
ment since its 1955 convention in 
New York City. He pointed out 
that it had gained 12 new affiliates 
over the last two years’ and re- 
ported an “excellent” response to 
the two Union Industries Shows 
which the department sponsored in 
Seattle, Wash. and Kansas City. 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, 
in an address to the convention, 
said the fundamental policy on 
which the department had been 
established many years ago was 
both “sound” and “sensible.” 

“It was to the benefit and ad- 
vantage of the trade union move- 
ment that money earned by trade 
unionists should be spent in a way 
that would help other trade union- 
ists,” he pointed out. 

’ AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler also told the delegates 
that he was “convinced of the nec- 
essity of this department,” because 

“we’ve got to look at our problems 
today through the eyes of trade 
unionists.” 

“Our God-given right to buy 
what we select is something they 
can’t take away from us,” he de- 


clared. “We’re going to discriminate 


Label Dep 


“real, live and strong councils, not} 


f. Moves 
Councils 


Atlantic City—The 48th convention of the AFL-CIO Union 
Label and Service Trades Dept. has called for “the formation of a - 
local Union Label & Service Trades Council in every city where 
there is a chartered central body.” 

The 180 delegates unanimously approved a recommendation of 


News Gets Boost 
From Label Dept. 


_ Atlantic City—A special 
resolution of appreciation and 
support of the AFL-CIO 
News was unanimously 
adopted by the 48th conven- 
tion of the Union Label and 
Service Trades Dept. 

The News, it declared, is 
“especially to be commended 
for its readability and the 
completeness of its coverage 
of events im the field of la- 
bor. ”» 

The department resolved to 
“encourage all union mem- 
bers and their respective or- 
ganizations to increase their 
' support of this fine labor pub- 
lication by subscribing, either 

_ individually or in union group 
subscriptions.” 


but in our purchase only of union- 
made products.” 


lowing sequence in the purchase of 
goods, materials, commodities, 
etc.” 

1—Buy from ‘union employes 
of employers with union con- 
tracts and handling union-made 
goods. 

2—If such is not available, 
patronize union employes hand- 
ling union-made goods. 

3—If neither of the above is 
available, buy from union em- 
ployes handling goods produced 
under other than union condi- 
tions or from unorganized em- 
ployes handling -union-made 
goods. 

4—Buy from unorganized em- 
ployes handling non-union-made 
goods only in case of necessity 
and if none of the other alterna- 
tives is 


“runaway shops,” called on manu- 
facturers of union label articles to 
make their products available in 
all parts of the U.S. and Canada, 
authorized state and local union la- 
bel and service trades councils to 
accept AFL-CIO women’s auxilia- 
ries as affiliates, and pledged sup- 
port to the Rubber Workers and 
the Auto Workers in their strikes 
against the O’Sullivan Rubber Co. 


—not in civil rights or religion— 


aan Te 


Union Label and Service Trades 


activities, and Russell Allen, educa- 


tion director. 


and the Kohler Co. 


EXTENSION OF THE UNION LABEL drive was called for by 
AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler in an address to the 
Dept. convention in Atlantic City. 
Greeting Schnitzler are department Pres. John J. Mara and Sec.- 
Treas. Joseph’ Lewis (extreme right). 


A major policy resolution urged _ 
union members to “follow the fol- | 


Other resolutions condemned — 
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Page Five 


Charter Urged for Hard- Rock Miners 


Metal Trades 
Support Plea 
To Council 


Atlantic City, N. J—Develop-|§ 


ments in the atomic field, ship- 
building, jurisdictional rights and 
a score of other matters were 
given careful consideration by 
delegates to the 48th annual con- 
vention of the Metal Trades 
Dept. in a three-day convention. 

Just prior to adjournment the 
convention supported a plea to the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council to 
charter an international union for 
non-ferrous miners. 

MTD Pres. James A. Brownlow 
said there are about 62,000 hard- 
rock miners. He urged that some 
international unions withdraw their 
objections to chartering anew 
union in a field where they claim 
jurisdiction. 

“The hard-rock miner has an 
identity of his own,” Brownlow 
continued. “He will no more sur- 
render his identity than would the 
Machinist, the Boilermaker, the 
Carpenter, or any other craftsman 
who takes pride in his calling and 
in the skills of the trade he has 
mastered.” 


Tribute to Frey 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
paid tribute to the late John P. 
Frey, former head of the MTD, 
in his opening remarks to the con- 
vention. 

Meany spoke out against false 
economy hamstringing the national 
defense program. The one thing 
the Russians understand, he said, 
is possession of a superior force. 
The only way to keep them from 
using terrible weapons is to ‘have 
the power to retaliate. 

“We must not be held back 
by the Harry Byrds,” Meany 
said in a reference to the Vir- 

ginia Senator who leads the Sen- 
ate economy bloc. 

In the field of scientific develop- 
ment the skills of craftsmen are 
essential, Meany went on, and the 
MTD has always been active in de- 
veloping apprenticeship and train- 
ing programs. 

Turning briefly to the legislative 
outlook, Meany said the AFL-CIO 
has been thwarted in its efforts to 
get laws to safeguard health and 
welfare plans by banking and in- 
surance interests. 


Warns on Legislation 

Nor is the AFL-CIO “going to 
buy” any legislation which pretends 
to .safeguard the labor movement 
from racketeers. but actually im- 
poses dangerous restrictions. And, 
he added, “we are not going to buy 
right-to-work laws in any form.” 

Meany scoffed at the suggestion 

that the members of an expelled 
union are punished for the faults 
of their leaders. He cited the in- 
stance of the Intl. Longshoremen’s 
Association, expelled several years 
ago from the former AFL. 

Even as unaffiliated union, he 
said, some gains have come to 
the members because of the 
clean-up methods which had to 
be instituted. “We eliminated 
the shape-up, we eliminated the 
kickback at the end of the pier 
on payday, the members have 
meetings now, the charter is not 
in someone’s bedroom and the 
bank account is not in some- 
one’s personal account,” he said. 

There are lawyers, Meany con- 

tinued, who would put the interests 
of unions ahead of those of work- 
ers, “When that happens,” he 
promised, “I’m against the union 
and I’m for the workers.” 
Mitchell Praised 

Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell 
was introduced by Brownlow as 
“the best secretary of labor the 


TOP OFFICERS OF THE METAL TRADES DEPT. an 


agenda item at the department’s convention in Atlantic City. 


At 


right, James A. Brownlow, — eee at left B. A. Gritta, 


department secretary-treasurer. 


country has had, Martin Durkin 
excepted.” — 

Mitchell replied that he had a 
commission from Brownlow as the 
MTB business agent “as far as the 
military services are concerned.” 

The cabinet member called for 
expanded training programs for ap- 
prentices. “What people often for- 
get,” he said, “is that the ideas of 
the scientists and the designs of the 
engineers are meaningless unless 
there are skilled workmen to put 
those ideas into effect.” 

He warned that many trades 
are developing fewer journey- 
men in a year than they are 


John Frey, 86, 
Dies After — 
Brief Illness 


John Phillip Frey, president 
emeritus of the AFL-CIO Metal 
Trades Dept., died in Washington 
after a brief illness. He was 86. 

He joined the trade union move- 
ment as a Molder in 1896, when he 
became acquainted with Samuel 
Gompers, president of the former 
American Federation of Labor. He 
was elected president of the AFL 
Metal Trades Dept. in 1934 and 
was named president emeritus upon 
his retirement in 1950. 

An internationally known lec- 
turer on labor affairs, he was the 
author of three books and many 
magazine articles. He had served 
on numerous governmental com- 
mittees and was a lieutenant colo- 
nel in the Army during World 
War I. 

A resident of Norwood, O., for 
many years, he had made his home 
in Washington since his retire- 
ment. He and his wife, Nellie, 
marked their 66th wedding anni- 
versary last June. 

Besides Mrs. Frey, two sons, 
Leslie, East Orange, N. J., and 
John, Jr., Bridgeport, Conn.; a 
daughter, Hattie Frey Vernson of 
Washington, and a brother, sur- 
vive. Burial was in Arlington Na- 
tional Cemetery. 

In a wire to Mrs. Frey, AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany and Sec.- 
Treas. William F. Schnitzler said 
they were “deeply saddened” by 
the death of “your husband and our 
good friend.” 

“John was a staunch trade union- 
ist, a vigorous Opponent of .com- 
munism, a dedicated American,” 
they said. “He served the trade 
union. movement with honesty, vi- 
gor and conviction. We shall miss 
his wise counsel and his warm 
friendship. Only the pressure of 
convention business keeps us from 
paying our last respects in person.” 

Special Rep. Lewis G. Hines rep- 
resented ‘the nial at the fu- 
neral services. 


sadins by deaths and retirements: 
Executive Dir. Edward H. 
Goshen of the Labor Dept. 


Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
‘Training strongly urged “labor 
and management to keep a 
watchful eye on both federal 
and state legislation so that ap- 
prenticeship will be voluntary, 
with no government regulation.” 


Many of the resolutions con- 
sidered and adopted by the conven- 
tion dealt with improving the stand- 
ards of the Federal government’s 
“blue-collar” workers, the artisans 
in the naval shipyards and crafts- 
men in other government estab- 
lishments across the country. 

There was more than ordinary 
interest as some of these items came 
up in their turn for discussion: im- 
proved holiday and vacation sched- 
ules for federal workers, premium 
pay, opposition to military per- 
sonnel performing civilian work 
and the dual employment of civilian 
employes. 

Some dissatisfaction was ex- 
pressed by Brownlow and others 
at the necessity for holding alter- 
nate sessions with the building and 
Construction Trades Dept. It was 
proposed that the MTD hold its 
conventions in the future not less 
than 30 days prior to the AFL-CIO 
convention and that a mutually 
satisfactory arrangement be worked 
out with the building tradesmen. 


| Council Backs Clerks 


In Monty-Ward Battle 


Atlantic City—The Executive Council recommended te the AFL-’ 


8) CIO convention that the resources of “the entire trade union move-- 


ment” be used for “moral, legal and financial support” of the Retail 


§| Clerks in their efforts to gain an equitable new contract with 


Montgomery Ward. The council acted on the basis of a report 


submitted by a special subcommit-® 


tee composed of Sec. Joseph D. 


| Keenan of the Intl. Brotherhood of 


Electrical Workers and Pres. James 
B. Carey wf the Radio, Electrical 
and Machine Workers. 

In Chicago, the union filed un- 
fair labor practice charges against 
the company with the National La- 


| bor Relations Board, accusing the 


firm of refusing to bargain i in good 
faith. 


Company Stands Pat 

Carey and Keenan reported, the 
council stated, that inability of the 
Retail Clerks to’ reach “peaceful 
agreement on new contract terms” 
with Montgomery Ward was “en- 
tirely the responsibility of the com- 
pany.” 

“The union was willing to com- 
promise but the company refused to 
yield anything” in negotiations, the 
council said. Ward took the “un- 
heard-of position that increases in 
wages are exclusively the business 
of the company and not a matter 
of collective bargaining with the 
duly certified union of its em- 
ployes.” 

The Ward company’s attitude 


presents “a serious challenge to the 


entire trade union. movement,” the 
report said. 

“Tt is the clear duty of respon- . 
sible and decent business firms to 
deal honorably with clean and dem- _ 
ocratic trade unions representing - 
their employes. This is today a 
moral obligation as well as a legal - 
one.” c 

Offer Full Support 

“Otherwise, business corporations 
must be held responsible for en- 
couraging corruptly - dominated 
unions, one of the worst forms of 
anti-unionism.” . 


The labor policy of Montgomery: 
Ward was “severely condemned” as 
“just as disgraceful as that com- 
Pany’s refusal to obey a government 
directive during the last .war.” 

‘Officers of the AFL-CIO were 
directed to provide full support to 
the Retail Clerks to assist the union ~ 
in winning the fight with Ward 
quickly. Staff departments were 
instructed to “publicize this case to 
the fullest extent” to give the truth 
about Ward’s labor record, and af- 
filiated unions and the labor press 
were asked to use their facilities to 
the same end. 


Gains, Losses in State 


Labor Laws Outlined 


Some gains, a few setbacks and a widespread ignoring of many 
needs for better laws by the 48 state legislatures are reported by the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council in a look at state legislation passed 


during the last two years. 
The overwhelming defeat of a 
“right-to-work” referendum in the 
1956 election in Washington by a 
margin of 596,075 to 273,402 votes, 
a margin of more than 2 to 1, was 
pointed to as “one of labor’s great- 
est victories.” 
. The report noted the Tepeal of 
the “right-to-work” law in Louisi- 
ana in 1956 and the enactment of 
such a law in Indiana this year, 
leaving 18 states still having such 
laws. Efforts to enact “wreck” leg- 


Building Trades Name 
Six Regional Directors 


Atlantic City—Appointment of six regional directors was ap- 
proved by the Building & Construction Trades Dept. convention 
and clearance of a seventh was left to the Executive Council pend- 


ing settlement of his union’s status.® 


The directors’ posts were estab- 
lished under constitutional changes 
made last summer at a special de- 
partment convention, 


Roger Perreault, a Teamster, was 
not approved until his union’s po- 
sition in the AFL-CIO is resolved. 
Perreault would direct the Canadian 
provinces of Newfoundland, Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec 
and Ontario. 


A primary function of the new 
directors will be to work closely 
with local building trades councils 
to heighten their efficiency and 
build maximum affiliation. 

The new directors and their ter- 
ritories are: 

E. R. Kennedy, a Painter, Man- 
itoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and 
British. Columbia. 


Joseph T. Dyer, a Bricklayer, 


Virginia, West Virginia, District of 
Columbia, Maryland, Delaware, 


Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New 
York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Vermont and Maine. 


Herbert C. Skinner, a Carpenter, 
Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama, Florida, Geor- 
gia, South Carolina and North Car- 
olina. 

Wilson E. Connelly, Plumbers & 
Pipefitters, Minnesota, Iowa, Mis- 
souri, Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee. 

M. A. Graham, Intl. Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, Wy- 
oming, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, 
South Dakota and North Dakota. 

Abel Silva, Laborers, Washing- 
ton, Oregon, California, Nevada, 
Arizona, Utah, Idaho, Montana, 
Honolulu and Alaska. 


4 


 istation, or to repeal it, were de- 
feated in a number of other states, 
but the report warned that com- 
mittees have been set up in Idaho 
and Ohio to continue the effort to 
secure the ban on union shop con- 
tracts in those areas. 


Anti-picketing bills were de- 
feated in all eight states where 
such legislation was proposed. A 
gain for labor also was chalked 
up in Arizona when the Supreme 
Court ruled in 1957 that that 
state’s anti-picketing law was’ 
unconstitutional. 


Efforts in three states to enact 
restrictions on labor’s political ac- . 
tivity failed, but two bills to repeal 
Wisconsin’s “Catlin Act” which 
bars labor unions or officials from 
making. contributions to state po- 
litical campaigns were defeated. 

“Some valuable gains were made 
in workmen’s compensation and 
unemployment compensation legis- 
lation,” the report said. “However, 
practically all state laws in these 
fields need further improvement 
before they. mé¢et our suggestions 
for minimum standards.” 

The report also records actions 
by six states to amend anti-dis- 
crimination laws. There are now 
13 states, it pointed out, that have 
mandatory Fair Employment Prac- 
tices Acts, and in three states dis- 
crimination because of age is pro- 
hibited as well as discrimination be- 
cause of race, creed or color. 


With the addition of Vermont 
during the past year, 34 of the 52 
states and territories now have 
minimum wage statutes at least 
technically on their beoks. The 
council pointed out that 18 states 
still have no minimum wage leg- 
islation whatsoever and that “of 
the 34 laws, five are inoperative 
and in 17 of the jurisdictions, 
rates are still grossly inadequate. 
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Historic Convention 


F[THE EYES OF AMERICA—and indeed of the entire free| 


world—are focused this week on the second constitutional 
convention of the AFL-CIO, as it opens its tremendously important 
deliberations, 

The merger, which ended: 20 years ‘of division in the ranks of 
labor, was a precedent-making accomplishment. The two years 
since the merger convention have offered labor unprecedented 
problems. 

It is regrettable—but necessary—that one of the most important 
questions on the agenda of the convention is the problem of cor- 

ruption in a-small number of unions. 

It would be pleasant to have no “corruption problem.” But 
corruption exists. Until it is dealt with, firmly and justly, the 
ability of labor in America to deal with the other vital questions 
will be- hampered. 

‘ The corruptionists have played directly into the hands of labor’s 
enemies. Labor can most effectively fight those enemies—who 
would hamstring the workers of the country with “right-to-work” 
laws and other vicious legislation—only when labor's own house 
is in order. 

_. That housekeeping task, so vital to future progress, will be a 
number one task throughout this second AFL-CIO convention. 


John P. Frey 


5 OHN P. FREY, who passed away at the age of 86, was a leading 
figure in the American Federation of Labor for many decades. 
As secretary-treasurer and later as president of the Metal Trades 
-Dept., John Frey played a major role in shaping the thinking and 
philosophy of the AFL. 
A scholarly man, with a vast knowledge of history, he viewed the 


American labor movement in the perspective of our country’s ex-| . z 


panding industrial system. But John Frey occupied no ivory tower: 
he fought, and fought hard, for the principles in which he believed— 
the need for workers to gain improved wages and working condi- 
tions, and the role of craft unions in helping them achieve those 
objectives. - 


Who's Responsible? 


E HOPE that the galaxy of “blame it on labor” propagandists 

will take time out to read the AFL-CIO Executive Council’s 
analysis of the economic situation. They'll find out—if they do not 
already know it—that most high prices developed directly from 
policies of big corporations in basic industries, where price com- 
petition is all but unknown. 

Those companies, the record clearly shows, have jacked up prices 
to the consumer in order to reap heavy profits, to build new plants 
to make the companies even bigger and more profitable. fs 

In other words, it’s the consumer who has paid for much of 
the expansion of American industry. He’s paid for it through 
needlessly high prices, set not by supply and demand, but by the 
decisions of top corporation executives. 

. The freezing of wage levels wouldn’t improve the situation; it 
would make the present recession worse-—much worse. 
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AFL-C1O news 


(The following is excerpted from the ethical prac- 
tices section of the AFL-CIO Executive Council's 
report to the convention.) . 

In its proceedings with respect to affiliated unions, 
the council has not attempted to apply the Codes of 
Ethical Practices in a retroactive manner or, in fact, 
to apply any principles in a retroactive manner. 
The question before the council in each case has 


fore it is presently “dominated, controlled, or sub- 
stantially influenced in the conduct of its affairs by 
any corrupt influence,” in violation of the Constitu- 
tion of the AFL-CIO. 
In determining whether a union is presently sub- 
stantially influenced by corrupt influences, the coun- 
cil has, basically, two questions before it. 
1—tThe first of these is whether there are in the 

international union persons in position of leader- 
ship and responsibility who constitute corrupt 
influences. 

In order to determine this, the council has neces- 


'|sarily been required to look at the past actions of 


these individuals in their relationship to the union, 
in order to determine whether they are persons who 
presently constitute corrupt influences. 

This does not involve any retroactive or ex post 
facto application of trade union law. It involves a 
present judgment as to the character of persons who 
constitute a union’s leadership. That judgment must, 
of course, be based upon past events. But the judg- 
ment is not that corruption has existed in the past but 
that there are presently corrupt influences in the 
union. 


2—The second basic question to which the 
council has had to address itself is whether the 
union involved is prepared to undertake appropri- 
ate action to eliminate persons from its leadership 
who constitute corrupt influences and to discon- 
tinue practices which have made it possible for 
corruption to occur. 

Here again, the question is not as to the existence 
of corruption or corrupt influences in the past. The 
question is whether the union is today willing to 
investigate the existence of corrupt influences and to 
take appropriate action to eliminate them. 


Implement 1955 Commitment 
In no case has the council taken the position that 


corruption or malfeasance which has occurred in the 
past constitutes itself a violation of the constitutional 


December 1955. : 

To the contrary, the council has consistently taken 
the position that the only question before it is 
whether, subsequent to December 1955, the union 
involved has been substantially influenced by cor- 


advertising for any publication in the name of the AFL-CIO, 


rupt influences, and whether, if it has been so in- 


been whether the particular international union be-. 


provisions of the AFL-CIO which were adopted in ~- 


Council Explains Objectives 
Of Ethical Practices Codes 


fluenced, it will voluntarily undertake the measures 
necessary to eliminate such influences. 


No union which has, since December 1955, 
conscientiously attempted to comply with the con- 
stitutional provisions of the AFL-CIO and the 
resolution of the 1955 convention has been in- 
vestigated or given directives by the Executive 
Council. Even those unions found by the council 
to have failed to live up to their commitment to 
eliminate corrupt influences have been given full 
opportunity to take appropriate steps before final 
disciplinary action was taken by the council. 

The claim that the council, in discharging its duties 
under the Constitution, has applied the principles of 
the Constitution or of the Codes of Ethical Practices 
in a retroactive or ex post facto manner is totally 
without foundation, 


Constitutional Purpose 

The Executive Council is sworn to uphold the 
Constitution of the AFL-CIO. The Constitution re- 
quires, and our 15 million members are entitled to 
have, clean unions. All of the council’s actions in 
this end are devoted to this constitutional purpose. 

As already reported, during the period since the 
founding convention of the AFL-CIO, the Execu- 
tive Council directed the Ethical Practices Commit- 
tee to “develop a set of principles and guides for 
adoption by the AFL-CIO in order to implement 
the constitutional determination that the AFL-CIO 
shall be, and remain free, from all corrupt influ- 
ences.” The committee has developed six Codes of 
Ethical Practices in accordance with this directive. 
These were submitted to the Executive Council and 
adopted. 


The codes are not intended to be all-inclusive. 


Certain practices are so obviously incompatible with 
free and honest trade unionism that it is unneces- 
sary to prescribe them in an ethical practices code. 
There is no code, for example, which provides that 
union officers should not steal money from their 
union treasury. This is so plainly an elementary 
requirement of honest trade unionism that it does 


.not require statement in a code of ethical practices. 


The fact that a specific action is not forbidden 
by the Ethical Practices Codes does not establish 
that it is consistent with honest trade unionism, The 
codes are intended to be illustrative rather than 
all-inclusive in their scope. 

In the specific areas covered by the codes, 
however, compliance with their terms is, the 
council believes, a minimum requirement for the 
conduct of honest and clean unionism. The coun- 
cil, therefore, recommends that by appropriate 
resolutién the convention confirm the Codes of 
Ethical Practices and direct their enforcement 
as a minimum set of standards for conduct by 
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Millions of workers, like these in Indiana, fought so-called right-to-work laws in the states. 
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(TS VOUR 
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Willard Shelton 


ying H. Alexander Smith, of New Jersey, and William Jenner, of 
iadiana. The situation is extraordinary, and the prospects of major 
mocratic gains must be said to be increasing. 

The mathematical and sectional facts support the belief that 
Democrats are likely to emerge from the 1958 election with a 
bigger Senate margin than their present 50-to-46 plurality over 
the GOP. 


gptible edge over potential GOP rivals. 
written off as seeming to face probable defeat. 


i Nebraska must be placed in the category of probable winners. 
pulled out, might have been presumed likely to win. 


Nevada and Frank A. Barrett in Wyoming. 


Homer Ferguson. 

Sen. Arthur V. Watkins of Utah has great OE an 
asset not to be underrated in his state. So does Sen. John J. 
Williams of Delaware. But Sen. William Langer of North Dakota, 
an almost unbeatable candidate ordinarily, is in poor health. Sen. 
J. Glenn Beall of Maryland may benefit from a bitter Democratic 
primary fight, but neither in Maryland nor Connecticut, where 
Sen. William A. Purtell must run, do the GOP prospects seem 
overwhelmingly favorable. 


Among the Republican senators who will not seek re-election 
four would have been heavily favored. 


Jersey, William F. Knowland the strongest in California. 


men-who-do-not-choose-to-run-again. 


Edward Martin, GOP incumbent, announced he would not run. 
kk *& 


little to encourage the Republicans as a party right now. 


grow to a torrent of personal ridicule. 


Even when the President was at the height of his personal 
popularity he could not carry a Republican Congress with him 
except when he ran for his first term. An Eisenhower whose per- 
sonal prestige has suffered damaging blows, even assuming that 
he recovers from his latest illness and resumes what passes for 
leadership in his office, is not likely to command much response 
for his party. : 


tives. 
not have reason for their burgeoning confidence. 


factors seem to give them an overwhelming advantage. 
well turn up with a working plurality of as many as 10 to 12 of the 
96 seats—or even more—instead of the nominal four-vote margin 
they hold for the remaining session of the 85th Congress. 


FIVE REPUBLICAN MEMBERS OF THE SENATE have 
ounced their decision not to seek re-election next year, the latest 


phones in Hoffa’s headquarters. 


Witness Says Hoffa fears 
Agents Were ‘Selling Him Out’ 


New York—A key government witness in the wiretap trial of Teamster Pres.-elect James R. Hoffa 
testified in U. S. District Court that he had helped install the electronic listening devices on tele- 


Rudolph .L. Doelicke, one-time New York state trooper and now a Hollywood ‘actor, said he was 


“selling him out” to a Michigan® 


told Hoffa had the telephones of Teamster business agents tapped to determine whether they were 


me Only 13 Democrats are up for re-election and six of them are 
miiom the South, where Republican victories are impossible. Of the 
femaining seven, all are conceded either a big advantage or a per- 
Not one can now be 


There. are 20 Republican seats at stake and very few can be 
gonsidered “safe” for the GOP.: Flanders in Vermont and Hruska 


Bricker of Ohio would have to be challenged by an unusually strong 
EEDemocratic candidate to be rated as a loser. Jenner, before he 


‘But Irving Ives in New York cannot be considered a sure-shot 
winner, nor can Barry Goldwater in Arizona, “Molly” Malone in 


Sen. Edward J. Thye has served two terms, but Minnesota is by 
no means safe for Republicans now. Sen. Charles E. Potter won 
by a narrow margin in Michigan six years ago and since then the 
state has elected a Democratic senator, Pat McNamara, who beat 


Smith is clearly the strongest vote-getter the GOP has in New 
Jenner’s 
withdrawal in Indiana was temporarily unexplained. Frederick G. 
Payne could win again in Maine. The Republicans have no candi- 
dates who seem certain to inherit the personal pulling power of the 


Pennsylvania was shifting toward the Democrats even before Sen. 


LONG-RANGE POLITICAL PREDICTIONS are usually unsafe 
and always subject to change by the force of events. But there is 


The Soviet sputniks, which Pres. Eisenhower said originally did 
not disturb him “one iota,” have unmistakably disturbed the people. 
Eisenhower has been subjected to the beginning of what might 


Democrats are beginning to envisage a victory in 1958 that could 
take on the proportions of a landslide in the House of Representa- 
Few experienced political reporters would say that they do 


So far as the Senate is concerned, personal and geographical 
They may 


grand jury investigating labor 
racketeering in 1953. 
Co-defendants with Hoffa in the 
trial before Federal Judge Freder- 
ick VanPelt Bryan are Owen B. 
Brennan, president of Teamsters 
Local 337 in Detroit, and Bernard 
Spindel, professional wiretapper 
from New York. The three are 
charged with conspiracy. 
_ After Doelicke had completed his 
direct testimony, in which he de- 


Legal Battle to Block 
Hoffa Seating Begins 


The rank-and-file legal battle to block the seating of James R. 
Hoffa as president of the Teamsters got under way as Judge ¥. Dick- 
inson Letts opened trial of their injunction suit in Federal Court in 


tailed the method by which the 
telephones had been tapped behind 
locked doors and at night so that 
the business agents would not be 
aware their conversations were be- 
ing overheard, defense counsel at- 
tempted to shake the actor’s testi- 
mony. 

Sharp cross-examination by Atty. 
Sol Gelb, counsel for Hoffa and 
Brennan, and by Harris Steinberg, 
counsel for Spindel, attempted to 


Washington. 

The 82-year-old jurist, sitting 
without a jury, heard a succession 
of witnesses tell of threats of bodi- 
ly harm, some of them carried out, 
in support of their charges that 
the union is ruled by a dictator- 
ship and that a majority of the del- 
egates who elected Hoffa at the 
union’s Miami Beach convention 
in October were chosen illegally. 


New Election Sought 


The rank-and-filers are seeking 
a permanent injunction restraining 
Hoffa and the slate of officers 
elected with him from taking office. 
Judge Letts already has issued a 
temporary injunction which was 
upheld on an appeal. 

Also being sought is an order 
for a new court-supervised election 
of delegates to another Teamster 
convention. 

Godfrey P. Schmidt of New 
York, counsel for the rank-and- 
filers, told the court that “dic- 
tatorship methods” in the Team- 
sters extend as far back as 1947. 
In his opening address, he an- 
nounced he would prove that 45 
percent of the delegates to the 
union’s 1947 convention also at- 
tended this year’s conclave. This 
indicates, he maintained, “an 
element of control” by union of- 

-ficers. extending over a long 
period. 

Theodore G. Daley, secretary- 
treasurer of Local 445, Yonkers, 
N. Y., testified that a month after 
he had been threatened for oppos- 
ing officers of his local the two 
rear wheels of his truck mysteri- 
ously rolled off and sent him crash- 
ing into a tree. Two pins had been 
removed from the rear wheel as- 
sembly, he said. 

He explained the accident took 
place following a local meeting on 
Oct. 10, 1955, at which he de- 
manded the removal of Business 
Agent Philip Masiello and Sec.- 
Treas. Lester Stickel, who, he said, 


4 


had been convicted of extortion. 
He also objected to the use of union 
funds to defend criminals without 
the sanction of the members, he 
added. 


‘Slapped Around’ 

Afterwards, he continued, Ma- 
siello warned him that “he’d see I 
didn’t shoot my mouth again.” 

Brownie Moore, a former shop 
steward in Local 327, Nashville, 
Tenn., testified he was knocked un- 
conscious for opposing pro-Hoffa 
convention delegates. Charles E. 
Stewart, Jr., another member of the 
local, told the court he saw Moore 
“slapped around.” 

Moore also said that Don Ves- 
tal, who came from Dallas, Tex., 
was placed in charge of the local 
when it was put into trusteeship 
by the international in 1950. Two 
years later, he continued, Vestal 
was elected t in an 
election in which only 11 of the 
locals 3,300 members were al- 
lowed to vote. The rest were 
r-red on the ground that their 
dues, which were paid by check- 
off, were not up té date, he said. 

Frederick W. Denner, Aurora, 
Colo., a member of Denver Local 
961, testified the local was not given 
an opportunity to elect delegates to 
this year’s convention. They were 
“appointed,” he maintained, al- 
though the union’s constitution says 
they shaH be “elected.” 

The Teamsters’ lawyer, Edward 
Bennett Williams, asked Denner if 
he knew the local’s delegates, 
George Harper and Charles W. 
Chergo, had been challenged at the 
convention and found “to be prop- 
erly seated as the result of an elec- 
tion in your local,” and if he knew 
of. a motion to give the local ex- 
ecutive board authority to choose 
the delegates. 

Denner replied that he knew of 
neither action, but “with all the 
skuliduggery, I wouldn’t be sur- 


prove Hoffa was out of Detroit on 
the date Doelicke testified seeing 
the Teamsters president-elect. 
-The ex-state trooper said he 
would not change his testimony as 
to having seen Hoffa in Detroit on 
July 9, 1953, even if evidence were 
produced tending to show that 
Hoffa had been in Seattle from 
July 5 through 10, that he had at- 
tended a union meeting inthe west 
coast city during that week, and 
had attended a banquet in Seattle 
on the 9th. 
There was no immediate indica- 
tion as to-how long it would take 
U.S. Atty. Paul W. Williams to 
present all of the prosecution wit- 
nesses. The trial had been halted 
for the four-day Thanksgiving 
weekend. 


Beck Goes on Trial 


For Embezzlement 


Seattle, Wash..— The trial of 
Pres. Dave Beck of the Teamsters 
on a charge of embezzling $1,900 
from the sale of a union-owned 
auto got under way in Superiot 
Court here before a jury of seven 
men and five housewives chosen 
after nearly three full days of ques- 
tioning. 

The case against Beck was out- 
lined to the jury by Charles Z. 
Smith, a King County deputy pros- 
ecutor. Named as purchaser of the 
car, which was sold Dec. 30, 1956, 
was Martin B. Duffey, a truck 
driver. 

The indictment grew out of a 
grand jury investigation which was 


o 


| initiated following disclosures be- 


fore the McClellan Senate Commit- 
tee and after Beck'was indicted by 
a federal grand jury on charges of 
evading payment of $240,000 in in- 
come taxes for 1950 to 1953. 

A few days before the trial be- 
gan, Beck’s son, Dave, Jr., was 
found guilty of diverting to his own 
use $4,650 from the sale of two 
other automobiles owned by the 
Teamsters. Sentence has not been 
imposed and the younger Beck has 
filed an appeal. 


Spencer McCulloch 
Dies Aboard Ship 


Atlantic City, N. J. — Spencer 
R. McCulloch, veteran labor re- 
porter for the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch who covered the top la- 
bor stories of the past quarter cen- 
tury, died of a heart attack on a 
ship near Trinidad. 

News of his death was received 
at the press tables at the AFL-CIO 
convention here. McCulloch, 57, 
was a staff member of the Post- 
Dispatch for 28 years and had regu- 
larly covered all important labor 
conventions. He suffered a heart at- 
tack early this year and had been 


prised. » 


Net Worth of AFL-CIO 


THIS UNION LABEL is found on a great. variety of products and 
signifies that they are produced under union shop conditions by 


members of the Allied Industrial Workers of America, 


The net worth of the AFL-CIO increased by $745,067 in the 
two years since merger, AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitz- 
ler reported to the convention. The organization’s excess of assets 


828,599 to $5,573,666, Schnitzler 
reported. 

In a series of financial statements 
the AFL-CIO spelled out the finan- 
cial situation since Dec. 5, 1955, 
as follows: 

From the date of merger 
through June 30, 1956 expenses 
exceeded income by $157,719. 
Schnitzler said the organization’s 
operating deficit would have ex- 
ceeded $700,000 had it not been 
for excess per capita taxes of $546,- 
640 received from CIO national 


over liabilities increased from $4,-> 


and international unions. 

During the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 1956, and ending June 30, 
1957, income exceeded expenses 
by $902,786, due in large part to 
a one cent per member per 
month assessment voted by the 
council. 

Schnitzler reported that bank 
loans of $2,222,223 to finance the 
he building have been 
reduced to $985,342 as of June 30, 
1957, adding: “It is my hope that 


the level of our income will be 


on sick leave from the paper. 


Increases 


such that we can continue our es- 
sential programs and make still 
further substantial reductions in 


‘this indebtedness.” 


The report for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1957, showed per 
capita taxes from national and in- 
ternational years totaling $8,663,- 
355. 

Besides detailed reports of the 
AFL-CIO for headquarters opera- 
tions, regional offices and other 
expenditures, the council report 
contains financial statements of 
the AFL-CIO Organizers Pension 
Plan, the AFL-CIO Staff Retire- 
ment Plan and the AFL-CIO Intl. 


Free Labor Fund, 
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cases are pending. 


tories have merged with other 


Effectiveness of No-Raid 
Pact Shown in Report 


The AFL-CIO No-Raiding Agreement, effective since June 
9, 1954, has provided workable arrangements for resolving 
jurisdictional differences within the trade union movement 
without opening the door to governmental interference. 

Between its effective date and last Oct. 4, the AFL-CIO Ex- 
ecutive Council noted in its report to the convention, 135 cases 
have been processed under the agreement, 66 of them since 
merger. Ninety-six cases were resolved by mutual agreement 
without reference to the impartial umpire, David L. Cole. Six 


A total of 33 cases were sent to Cole with seven of them 
later withdrawn without hearing. Cole has rendered 22 deci- - 
sions and four cases are in process. 

As of Oct. 4, 105 unions had signed the No-Raiding Agree- 
ment. Of these, 76 were former AFL affiliates, 28 came from 
the former CIO and one international union was created by 
merger of former AFL and CIO unions. Eight of the signa- 


Association of Postal ee 
withdrew from the former AFL. 


unions and one, the National 


Organizational Growth 
Hit by Adverse, Climate 


The nation’s organizing climate has worsened since the merger 
convention two years ago, the AFL-CIO Executive Council report 
Despite this, union membership has 


informed the convention. 


continued to grow. 
ports of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board reveal that since the 
merger unions have won elections 
for bargaining units employing 
more than 400,000 workers. 

AFL-CIO affiliates have taken 
part in approximately 7,000 collec- 
tive bargaining elections since the 
merger and were victorious in 60 
percent of them. 

A highly detailed survey con- 
ducted by the AFL-CIO Dept. of 
Organization under Dir. John W. 
Livingston a few months after 
merger established the real organ- 


izing potential of the nation at ap-|- 


proximately 26 million. Of these, 
13 million are in white-collar em- 
ployment and 10 million are in 
the area generally known as “the 
South.” 

Labor’s Position Better 


Even with today’s adverse or- 
ganizing atmosphere, the council 
found, “organized labor is in better 
position to bring the benefits of 
trade unionism to these yet unor- 
ganized millions than at any previ- 
ous time.” 

Our resources, said the coun- 
cil, “are greater, our ‘member- 
ship larger, our know-how— 
based on accumulated experience 
—superior to those of any earlier 
period or any earlier movement.” 

The merger itself provided a new 
excuse for anti-unionists to launch 
a barrage of hostile propaganda. 
Some newspapers, which for years 
decried jurisdictional disputes and 
criticized unions for not settling 
their differences, did a sudden about 
face. Now the submerging of dif- 
ferences represented a grave dan- 
ger. 

“Confirmed opponents of trade 
unionism like the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers and the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce,” the 
council said, “stepped up their cam- 
paigns of opposition to trade union 
concepts and . . . with other like- 
minded agencies continued to de- 
velop techniques of applying local- 
ly their nationally-prepared propa- 
ganda. . # 

NLRB Thwarts Unions 

The NLRB continued to give em- 
ployers encouragement through ad- 
ministrative interpretations to uti- 
lize Taft-Hartley provisions to 
thwart union efforts of their work- 
ers. 

Some local governing bodies 
passed licensing and other restric- 
tive ordinances which, even when 
found unconstitutional, harried or- 
ganizing. Advocates of “right-to- 
work” laws intensified their cam- 
paigns and although all were not 


tistical re-?— 
— “€ successful, they muddied the waters 


of public opinion for a long period. 

“Unfavorable publicity following 
disclosure of corruption on the part 
of some within labor’s ranks has 
als6 helped create difficulties on the 
organizing front,” the council re- 
ported. 

Growth of unions has come not 
only through NLRB elections but 
through internal organizing, local 
expansion, state labor board elec- 
tions, railroad mediation board elec- 
tions and voluntary recognition. 

In the 20-month period ended 
‘Aug. 31, more than 62,000 man 
days were provided by AFL-CIO 
organizing staff members in or- 
ganizing campaigns and related 
union activities to individual na- 
tional and international unions 
while additional man days were 
supplied to several AFL-CIO 
trades departments. 

Assistance of an organizing or 
service nature amounting to more 
than 7,000 man days was given to 
directly affiliated unions in the 14- 
month period ended Aug. 31. 

The AFL-CIO organizing mis- 
sion directed by the merger con- 
vention can be fully accomplished, 
the council said, only if jurisdic- 
tional problems are overcome and 
if the general problem and specific 
task is approached “with the un- 
derstanding that these are today’s 
problems, today’s tasks—and real- 
ize that they call for methods at- 
tuned to today’s situation and to- 
day’s needs.” 


Steelworkers Union 
Net Worth Increases 


The net worth of the Steelwork- 
ers has risen to an all-time high 
of nearly $27 million as of June 30, 
an increase of about $4.5 million 
since Dec. 1, 1956, according to 
the union’s official organ, Steel La- 
bor. 

In the first six months of this 
year, the USWA’s latest audit 
showed an increase of $4,624,894, 
bringing the net worth up to a total 
of $26,989,751. 


Brewery Local 366 


100 Percent for COPE 
Golden, Col.—Although it was 
recently on strike for almost four 
months, Brewery Workers Local 
366 here has contributed the equi- 
valent of $1 from each of its mem- 
bers to the AFL-CIO Committee 
on Political Education’s 1957 vol- 
untary fund-raising drive. 
The union settled its 117-day 
against the Coors Brewing 
Co. shortly before collecting the 


AFL-CIO Warns Economic _ 
Complacency Retarding U.S. 


| Complacency over the national economy must yield to “positive policies,” both public and pi 
vate, to strengthen the economic and social orders, the AFL-CIO Executive Couneil warned 
its report to the Atlantic City convention. “In the sixth decade of the 20th century, 


with rapid 


technological and military strides® 
being made in the Soviet totali- 
tarian orbit,” the council said, 
“this nation cannot afford to pur- 
sue policies that resemble those of 
the 1920’s. The nation’s economic 
base must be ever strong. 


Leadership Needed 
“National leadership is urgently 
needed without delay to strengthen 
national security. programming.. 
This should be done, whether or 
not it involves increased defense 
expenditures and ‘crash programs.” 
National security should have top 
priority, regardless of budgetary 
considerations. 

“The major goal a domestic 
economic policy should be bal- 
anced economic growth and full 
employment.” 

The report examined in detail 
the declining economy of the. last 
two years and the factors that con- 
tributed to it. The downward drift, 
the council said, “may continue in- 
to 1958, possibly developing into 
a general decline, unless steps are 
taken to reverse” the trend. 

The first factor it listed in the 
undermining of the economy was 
the growing lack of balance be- 
tween investment and consumption. 


It analyzed the Eisenhower 
Administration’s tight money pol- 
icy and effects; the imbalance 
between capacity and production, 
which it predicted will continue 
to grow in the coming months; 
the imbalance between invest- 
ment and consumption, and the 
growing gap between the amount 
of spendable cash going to cor- 
porations and to individual con- 
sumers. 


It linked the price rises of the 
last few months to declining out- 
put and the force exerted by pres- 
sures from industries with admin- 
istered prices, and rebutted the ar- 
gument that high wages cause high 
prices by citing the stability of la- 
bor costs of unit production. 


Urges Dual Program 

In addition, it examined the 
loopholes in the tax structure, the 
growth in internal corporate financ- 
ing of new plant and equipment, 
and the downward trend of em- 
ployment in many industries and 
a number of communities. 

To safeguard the country’s fu- 
ture, the council said, calls for a 
dual program aimed at strengthen- 
ing the*economic structure and the 
social structure. 

“Failure of the economy to 
expand over a period of years,” 
it said, “can be perilous, not only 
to the prosperity of the Ameri- 
can people, but to the nation’s 
very existence as a sovereign 
power and source of strength of 
the free world. 


608 Unions Are 
Directly Affiliated 


As of Sept. 30, 1957, there 
were 608 directly affiliated 
local unions with a member- 
ship of 131,778, the AFL- 
CIO Executive Council re- 


At the date of merger 
there were 844 such local 
unions. Since then 158 lo- 
cals with a membership of 
41,347 have affiliated with in- 
ternational unions and 43 lo-’ 
cal unions with a member- 
ship of 5,063 have transferred 
to the Canadian Labor Con- 


gress. 

During the same period 35 
directly affiliated locals with 
a membership of 3,253 have 
disbanded. 


voluntary money for COPE. 


“Economic expansion is need- 
ed for continuing improvements 
in the living conditions of a 
growing population. It is essen- 
tial.to provide a sound base for 
defense and international poli- 
cies.” 


~ The restrictive tight money pol- 
icy should'be replaced by govern- 
ment policies which encourage ex- 
pansion, the council maintained; 
the relationship between investment 
and consumption should be im- 
proved; and the federal, state and 
local tax structures should be over- 
hauled to provide a more equitable 
tax base, including an increase in 
the federal income tax exemption 
from $600 to. $700. 


Favor Social Measures 


“Improvements in wages, salaries 
and fringe benefits are required to 
strengthen the country’s mass con- 
sumption base and to provide wage 
and salary earners with an equi- 
table share of the fruits of indus- 
trial progress,” the council, added. 
“Reasonable improvements can 
be obtained with a relatively stable 
price level, if business generally, 
and the dominant corporations in 
particular, would seek rising profits 
from narrow margins and an ex- 
panding sales volume, rather than 


and a smaller sales volume.” 

~ Among social measures, the 
Executive Council urged exten- 
sion of Wage-Hour Act cover- 
“age to millions of workers now 
unprotected, with an increase in 
the minimum wage from $1 to 
$1.25 an hour; federal aid to 
communities in chronic eco- 
nomic distress; federal aid to 
education, and a comprehensive 
heusing program geared to pro- 
‘viding shelter for both low-in- 
come and middle-income fam- 
ilies. 

Also held out as necessities were 
government programs to boost 
farm income; a stepped-up urban 
redevelopment program; extension 
of the conservation and develop. 
ment of natural resources, and im- 
provement and broadening of pub- 
lic. services and social programs 
which have been “sorely neglected” § 
since the end of the war, 

In addition, the council proposed 
continuation of the studies of ad- 
ministered prices and national 
monetary policies begun by the 
Senate Anti-Trust and Finance 
Committees. 


“Continuing private and public § 


efforts,” 
made to maintain a balanced and 
growing economy—an _ essential 
base for national strength and im- 


high prices, large profit margins 


proving living conditions.” 


Collective Bargaining 
Gains Aids to Economy: 


Advances through collective bargaining during the past two years 
have benefited not only union members but the nation as a whole, 
the AFL-CIO Executive Council declared. There has been “an 


p the 


it concluded, “must be : 


forward strides made by unions in 
bargaining,” the council reported to 
the convention. “Marked gains 
have been achieved not only in 
wages but in such vitally important 
areas as health and welfare protec- 
tion, employment security, vacation 
and paid holiday time.” 
Bolster Buying Power 

Bargaining gains have “signifi- 
cantly bolstered total consumer pur- 
chasing power, thereby building 
valuable strength into the economy 
and supporting the high level of 
economic activity beneficial to all 
segments of our society,” the coun- 
cil continued. 

During 1956 wage bargaining 
most commonly resulted in in- 
creases of 10 to 15 ‘cents an hour. 
In 1957 union agreements have 
tended to be about the same size 
or a few cents higher. In the 
face of higher living costs, unions 
have been forced to seek sizable 
wage boosts merely to regain lost 
buying power, before asking ad- 
ditional increases to provide for 
some real advance. 

Industry, the council noted, “thas 
been promoting a high powered 
campaign to blame wage increases 
as the cause of price increases. 
This propaganda seeks to mislead 
the public . . . and to transform 
concern about price inflation into 
public Pressure against wage ad- 
vances.” 

Industry and labor both, and all 
the nation, stand to lose, the coun- 
cil warned “if we permit ourselves 
to be drawn toward restriction of 
our free collective bargaining sys- 
tem.” 

Shorter Hours Sought 

Long term agreements running 
for two or three years have been 
accepted by many unions, “a sig- 
nificant departure from the tradi- 
tional one-year agreement term in 
the past several years.” Most un- 


impressive continuation of the great® 


selves to such long term agreements 


for renegotiation reopening or for 
automatic wage increases on spe- 
cified dates during the life of the 
agreement. 

The subject of hours reduction 
has been gainimg increased sig- 
nificance with a number of un- 
ions negotiating reductions in the 
40-hour workweek without loss 
of pay. As many as one worker 
in six is now employed on a regu- 
lar full week shorter than 40 
hours. 


drafting plans for concentrating 
vigorously on this matter and mak- 
ing workweek reduction a key bar- 
gaining issue. Faced with advances 
in automation and technology and 
a decreasing demand for manpower, 
these unions are meving toward a 
shorter workweek to help maintain 
employment opportunities. 


Meat Cutters Win 
Pay Hikes for 8,000 


Chicago—A new contract nego- 
tiated by seven locals of the Meat 
Cutters here will bring some 8,000 
meat cutters in 3,600 Greater Chi- 
cago supermarkets wage increases 
ranging from 32.5 to 38.75 cents 
per hour over a two-year period. 

AMCBW Vice Pres. R. Emmett 
Kelly, who headed the union nego- 
tiating committee, said that the 
contracts covering all chain and 
independent supermarkets in this 
area except Jewel and National 
Tea Co. have been ratified by 
membership meetings of the locals. 
The wage increases and other 
benefits are retroactive to Oct. 5, 
1957. 

All meetings also rejected ovef- 
whelmingly proposals made by the 
managements of the two hold-out 
firms and voted to authorize 4 
strike at Jewel and National T24 


ions which have committed them- 


if no agreement is forthcominc. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., vstuachares tate DECEMBER 7, 1957 


The report found the AFL-CIO 
healthy condition. While it 
ognized that the climate for 
yanizing the unorganized has 
orsened,” union membership 
nevertheless continued to grow. 
In two years, according to La- 
Board statistics, AFL-CIO un- 
s have won elections in bar- 
ining units employing more than 
»,000 workers, In some 7,000 
LRB elections, AFL-CIO unions 
ye won about 60 percent of the 


The council added that because 
its growth, experience and size 
labor movement today “is in 


Wier position to bring the bene-|; 


of trade unionism to the yet 
organized millions than at any 
evious time.” 

Some 138 unions with a mem- 
hip of about 15 million make 
» the AFL-CIO. An additional 
§ directly-affiliated local unions 
ve a membership of nearly 132,- 
)), the council reported. 


Finances 


The organization’s financial net 
wth has increased by $745,000 
wween December, 1955 and June 
057, the report showed. As of 
ne 30, the total assets of the 
IO amounted to $7,773,- 
9.79—an increase of almost 


Mergers 
Since the AFL and CIO came 


rgers of international unions; 
33 states and Puerto Rico, state 
wies have come together; and 
me 170 mergers have occurred 
the city and county level. The 
uncil reported that “the states 
here merger has been completed 
ve provided better relationships 


eal unions.” f 
Jurisdiction Problems 


The report noted continuing dif- 
ulties in working out a solution 
jurisdictional disputes between 
iiding trades craft unions and 
dustrial unions. It recalled that 
special committee of the Execu- 
e Council had on June 28, 1957, 
ablished a general agreement on 
inciples and machinery. 
“It was the belief of the (coun- 
committee that a great many 
these problems could be solved 
on-the-spot agreements reached 
y the representative teams (to 
onsist of representatives of the 
-CIO, the building trades and 
adustrial unions).” But, the coun- 
il said, until now “this agreement 
s not been implemented.” 


Politics 

Political activity on the part of 

merican labor, the council pointed 

but, has increased in recent years, 
partly as a matter of choice— 
More sO, as a matter of necessity.” 
Labor has entered politics, the 

teport added, because it recog- 
izes that the “privileges and, prin- 
iples of self-government . . . are 
lnder heavy attack from totalita- 
ian forces in major areas of the 

orld.” The council said heavy 

sponsibilities are attached to all 
tho derive the benefits of democ- 
racy, and American trade unions 
have accepted their “obligation.” 


Taft-Hartley 

In addition, labor has been 
'forced” to engage in political ac- 
livities, the council reported, “be- 
fause the enemies of organized la- 
bor have proved that they can, 
through use of the political weapon, 
kriously weaken our efforts to ob- 
kin a better standard of living for 
4 membership and for our coun- 


ouncil Reports Progress 


nionists Can Be Proud 
wf Two Years of Unity 


0 (Continued from Page 1) 


make a detailed analysis of the 
serious impact of the Taft-Hartley 
Lawe on labor-management rela- 
tions, because complaints against 
Taft-Hartley, voiced by the conven- 
tion two years ago, “are as valid 
now as they were then. ... In 
addition, the policy of the NLRB 
has been such as to weigh the pro- 
visions of the law even more 
strongly against organized -labor.” 
Civil Rights . 
The AFL-CIO has made “strides” 
toward realization of its goal of 
assuring full and equal rights for 
all Americans, the report said, and 
the organization has “assigned a 
top priority to its civil rights pol- 
icy.” 
It asserted that efforts to launch 
a dual labor organization in the 
South, with an anti-civil rights 
policy, had “ended in complete 
ailure.” : 
The Economy 

A detailed analysis of the na- 
tion’s economy said that the “down- 
ward drift,” which became evident 
in mid-1957, “may continue into 
1958, possibly developing into a 
general decline unless steps are 
taken to reverse this trend.” 
The economic analysis criticized 
the Administration’s tight-money 
policy and added that despite ris- 
ing levels of business investment 
starting in 1955, “the boom did not 
spread naqnee the capital goods 
field.” 
The economy has been “un- 
balanced,” the report added, by 
the emphasis on business invest- 
ment while the flow of “spendable 
cash” to consumers has lagged. 
It blamed recent price increases 
on government fiscal policies and 
on the ability of big companies to 
finance their growth by keeping 
prices high in order to raise profits 
and investment funds. 
The “propaganda” claim from 
“organized business” that wages, 
salaries and fringe benefits have 
risen faster than productivity “has 
no basis in fact,” the council de- 
clared. 


International Affairs 

The report reviewed the AFL- 
CIO’s relationship with free labor 
movements throughout the world 
and with the Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions. 

In a section highly critical of 
Soviet activities, the report pointed 
out the AFL-CIO has tried to “ex- 
pose and counteract the Soviet 
maneuvers to spread apathy and 
complacency among free and other 
democratic forces. ...” 

The spontaneous uprising by the 
Hungarian people late in 1956, the 
Executive Council said, was a land- 
mark in the fight against commu- 
nist tyranny. 

“No other single development in 
the history of Soviet imperialist 
aggression and Communist oppres- 
sion reveals with greater clarity 
the reactionary and inhuman na- 
ture of Communist theory and the 
Soviet regime as a system of world 
conquest and enslavement,” the 
council said. 

The council hailed the appoint- 
ment of AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany as a member of the U. S. 
delegation to the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

Describing it as the “highest 
recognition” ever accorded - to 
American labor in the field of for- 
eign affairs, the council added that 
the appointment was “not only a 
great tribute to Pres. Meany’s sig- 
nificant contributions” in the de- 
velopment of foreign policy, but 
also a dramatic recognition of la- 
bor’s constructive activities in the 


The report found no need to 


international field, 


of AFL-CIO 


(Coinicil Finds 
Unity Moving 
At Good Pace 


Thirty-three states and Puerto 
Rico, the AFL-CIO Executive 
Council reported to the convention, 
have achieved merger of their cen- 
tral bodies. In others, the council 
noted, prospects for early merger 
range from encouraging to doubt- 
ful. 

There have been approximately~- 
170 mergers of local central bodies. 
This number includes areas where 
there were central labor unions and 
industrial union councils. Eighty- 
six replacement charters and 42 
new charters have been issued since 
am the national AFL-CIO merger. — 


Look for Steady Pace 

The council looks for local merg- 
ers at a steady pace, especially 
| where there has been merger at the 
| state level. Where state mergers 
have not been effected, this will 
| take place after the convention ac- 
| cording to the rules established by 
| the council, with the assistance of 


| 


HISTORY WAS MADE on Dec. 5, 1955, when George Meany 
(center) was unanimously elected first president of the then new 


AFL-CIO. Pres. Walter P. Reuther of the Auto Workers, who was 


elected an AFL-CIO vice president, holds Meany’s hand aloft in 
triumph. That’s Pres. Harry C. Bates of the Bricklayers, another 
AFL-CIO vice president, holding gavel. At left are Pres. James 
B. Carey of the Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers, also an 
AFL-CIO vice president, and AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 


Schnitzler. 


Labor Gave Priority 
To Civil Rights Goals 


During its first two years, the AFL-CIO has made “long strides” 
toward realizing its goal of “assuring full and equal rights for all 


Americans in every field of life,” 


the AFL-CIO Executive Council 


declared. 

In the civil rights section of its 
report to the second constitutional 
convention, the council said that 
the AFL-CIO had assigned “a top 
priority” to its civil rights policy 
“from the very outset.” 

Drive Is Pressed 

To adjust complaints of discri- 
mination against any AFL-CIO affi- 
liate, the council noted, a subcom- 
mittee of the AFL-CIO Civil Rights 
Committee on compliance was set 
up and a procedure for processing 
such complaints was approved by 
the council. It cited instances in 
which affiliatés voluntarily took 
steps to wipe out previous color 
bars, as well as other gains made 
by AFL-CIO unions in the bar- 
gaining area. 

“The AFL-CIO,” it said, “has 
pressed its drive to eliminate 
discrimination in employment, 
receiving wholehearted support 
from its affiliates in dealing with 
specific cases.” 

Charging the white citizens 
councils with “a deliberate drive 
to chip away individual members 
from our union affiliation,” the re- 
port said that an effort to launch 
a dual labor organization in the 
South to be known as the South- 
ern Confederation of Labor “failed 
to elicit response from union-mind- 
ed members and ended in complete 
failure.” 

A few local efforts to set up 


dual local unions in the South also 
the report 


“ended in collapse,” 
added. 
' Good Sense Prevailed 


“The good sense of loyal trade 
unionists prevailed in these situa- 
tions and the AFL-CIO and its 
affiliates continued to win the sup- 
port of southern workers in its 
drive for better wages, improved 


working conditions and high liv- 
ing standards for all.” 
The Civil Rights Act of 1957 
was “undoubtedly the most signif- 
icant action taken during the first 
session of the 85th Congress,” the 
council declared. The report traced 
the legislative history of this meas- 
ure in detail and concluded: 
“The bill as finally enacted is 
not. as good as it might have 
been. But it does have great 
potential strength. Voting rights 
should be better protected now; 
the Justice Dept. is strengthened 
in the civil rights area; and a 
civil rights commission will study 
and make recommendations to 
Congress in the entire civil rights 
field.” 


act “in its weakened form” under- 
scores the need for a change in 
Senate Rule 22 to prevent filibus- 
ters, the council said. 


tie aucun ak tosceil diated 


| the president’s office. 
“The states where merger has 
been completed have provided a 
better relationship and valuable 
gains for the affiliated local -un- 
ions,” the council said. 
These states are: Alabama, Ari- 
zona, Arkansas, Colorado, Con- 
necticut, Delaware, Georgia, Iowa, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Mary- 
land and District of Columbia, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Mexico, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, Oregon, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, 
Virginia, Washington, West Vir- 
ginia and Wyoming. 

Mergers Approved 
Some states have already set a 
Alate for a merger convention and 
in a few others the merger talks 
have progressed almost to this 
point. In only a handful of states 
are merger negotiations badly dead- 
locked. 
Merger of the Intl. Metal En- 
gravers and Marking Device Work- 
ers with the Intl. Association of 
Machinists was approved June 5, 
1956. 
A convention Aug. 1, 1956, ef- 
fectuated the merger of the Gov- 
ernment & Civic Employes Or- 
ganizing Committee with the Fed- 
eration of State, County & Mu- 
nicipal Employes. 
A new international, the United 
Papermakers & Paperworkers, was 
formed Mar. 4, 1957, by merger of 
the Intl. Brotherhood of Paper 
Makers and the United Paperwork- 
ers. 
The reaffiliation of the Barbers 
& Beauty Culturists with the Jour- 
neymen Barbers, Hairdressers and 
Cosmetologists became effective 
July 1, 1956. 


“The new law was probably the 
most that could be expected as 
long as the threat of filibuster con- 
stantly hovered over the Senate, 
and as long as very few believed 
that the necessary 64 votes were 
available for cloture,” the council 
declared. 

The AFL-CIO, it pointed out, 
has voiced its support for a rule 
which would permit a majority of 
the senators voting and present to 
shut off debate. 


Dr. Williams Arbiter 
Of Garment Contract 
Miami, Fla—Dr. H. Franklin 
Williams, president of the Univer- 
sity of Florida and community 
leader, has been appointed impar- 
‘tial. arbiter under a new two-year 
contract between the Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers and the Florida Ap- 


Carillon Hotel Signs 
Pact With Union 


Miami—The largest hotel in 
Florida, the new 620-room, $20 
million Carillon, has signed the 
master agreement between Hotel 
Employes Local 255 and the Mi- 
ami Beach Hotel Association. 

Scheduled to open Dec. 21, the 
Carillon is the twelfth Greater Mi- 
ami hotel to sign the 10-year 
agreement. Twenty-two other ho- 
tels and motels have individual 
contracts with Local 255. 

Including approximately - 600 
workers to be employed at the Ca- 
rillon, an estimated 10,000 to 11,- 
000 workers in the 34 union. ho- 
tels and motels here will receive 
higher pay and enjoy better work- 
ing conditions during the coming 
season. 


parel Association. 
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Labor Took Lead in Fighting 
Spread of Soviet Colonialism 


The course of the AFL-CIO in the international field has been keyed to the founding convention’s 
realization that the struggle between democracy and Communist totalitarianism is really a conflict}] 
between two ways of life, the Executive Council said in its report. 

“The AFL-CIO has sought to expose and counteract the Soviet maneuvers to spread apathy and 
complacency among free labor and other democratic forces by continually propagating the urgency of 
the free world developing adequate® 
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unity and military strength to deter 
and, if need be, defeat direct or 
indirect Soviet aggression,” the 
council summed up. 

Landmark in History 

The report to the second con- 
stitutional convention hailed the 
appointment of AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany as a US. delegate 
to the United Nations’ 12th Gen- 
eral Assembly as “a landmark in 
the history of American labor’s 
growing influence in the field of 
foreign affairs.” 

“This appointment by Pres. Ei- 
senhower was a great tribute to 
Pres. Meany’s significant contribu- 
tions to the development of a sound 
and effective democratic foreign 
policy for our country,” it said. 

“This appointment also dra- 
matized. the nation’s recognition - 
of American labor’s manifold 
constructive activities and ‘efforts 
to aid our country in the fulfill- 
ment of its new historic role’ and 
fits heavy responsibilities as a 
powerful force for the attainment 
of lasting peace, freedom and 
human well-being.’ ” 

The report reviewed AFL-CIO 
actions in a dozen sectors of the 
international field, ranging from the 


a 


behind the iron curtain to foreign 
economic policy and international 
trade and tariffs. 

It said that no single develop- 
ment in the history of Soviet im- 
perialism and oppression “reveals 
with greater clarity the reactionary 
and inhuman nature of Communist 
theory and the Soviet regime as a 
system of world conquest and_en- 
slavement “as did Russia’s brutality 
in Hungary.” 

Co-existence Exploded 

“In Hungary,” it added, “Mos- 
cow’s €0-existence propaganda was 
exploded. Never before were the 
contradictions between Communist 


word and deed, between promise] 


and performance so completely ex- 
posed.” 

The report summarized the in- 
creasingly stringent economic situa- 
tioh behind the iron curtain and 
the struggle for succession growing 
out of the death of Stalin. -The 
council indicated its study yielded 
no genuine hope of peaceful co- 
existence on a legitimate basis. 

The council’s review of the 
Middle East situation recounted 
two years of almost constant 

“turmoil,” and increasing Soviet 

penetration of the area. Appeals 


Hungarian revolt and the situation 


AFL-CIO convention. 


for free elections on a united 


Council Charges Congress Failed 
To Meet Many of Nation’s Needs 


Occasional victories have been won for the general welfare but “by and large the last two Con- 
gresses have failed to meet many of the nation’s vital needs,” the Executive Council reported to the 


~Germany, in which the AFL-CIO 
joined, brought no hint of ac- 
quiesence from Russia. 

The emergence of more demo- 
cratic trade unions in Latin 
America during the last two years 
and AFL-CIO efforts to help 


them were outlined, and the con- h aut 
tinuance of dictatorships in Vene- but : 
zuela and the Dominican Repub- fights + 
lic was noted. ie the 


Developments within the ICFTU, 

and the AFL-CIO’s substantial con- 
tribution to them, were aired. The 
council said the AFL-CIO will con- 
tinue to cooperate in free labor’s 
efforts to spread unionism through 
the ICFTU. . 
Passage by the Intl. Labor Or- 
ganization of the forced labor con- 
vention, and the role of American 
labor in securing its approval, were 
hailed, as was the refusal of the last 
ILO conference to seat delegates 
from the puppet Kadar regime in 
Hungary. 

The work of the Joint U.S.- 
Mexico Trade Union Committee, 
particularly in seeking to improve 
the lot of Mexican farm workers 
brought to this country, was sum- 
marized. AFL-CIO efforts to pro- 
mote long-range planning in effec- 
tuating U.S. foreign economic pol- 
icy were reviewed. 


scatter: 92 


THE DENUNCIATION the free world focused on Soviet Russia 
when it used tanks like the one above to quell the heroic uprising 
of the Hungarian freedom fighters in 1956 was joined by the AFL-§. 


CIO. 


Council Hits Mounting 
Health Services Cost 


The “sharp and steady rise” in the cost of health services hag 
reached “critical proportions” and now constitutes one of the 
country’s most serious economic and social problems, the AFL, 
CIO Executive Council reported to® areas : 
the convention. : the Federal Advisory Council tog 

That conclusion was reached in |the Secretary of Labor on matten 
a discussion of social security in |Telating. to employment and unem- 
its broadest phases. ployment, attributing it to the sec- ff 


The council pointed out that the ['t@ry’s “reluctance” to accept its 
‘medical care factor in the Consum- advisory function. ; 
er Price Index of the Labor Dept.’s The report reviewed improve- - 
Bureau of Labor Statistics has risen| ments in unemployment compen- 
31 percent since June 1950, more| sation following the President's 
than twice as much as the jump in| appeal to the states to act, and 
food prices. During the last year} found that not one state has fx 


Labor’s legislative goals, 
council pointed out, are laws to 
safeguard and promote free collec- 
tive bargaining, the rights of work- 
ers, farmers and consumers, and 
“the security and welfare of all the 
people.” 

Such goals, it said, “have not 
found too. full acceptance in either 
the 84th or 85th Congress.” Where 
progress was made, it came when 
the people “demonstrated active 
support on behalf of public-interest 
legislation.” 

Some Improvements 

Passage of a progressive social 
security bill was one of the “major 
legislative achievements” of the 
84th Congress in 1956, the council 
reported. 

Disability benefits are now avail- 
able at age 50 to workers totally 
and permanently disabled. Widows 
and women workers can begin to 
receive benefits at age 62 instead 
of age 65. 

Other improvements, however, 
are needed in the direction of ben- 
efits for illness and an increased 
monthly payment. 


they 


the objective of basic reform or a 
“revised and liberalized” program 
that reflects “the democratic and 
humanitarian traditions.” 
A negative victory was won when 
the Harris - Fulbright natural - gas 
bill was not brought to the floor 
in either house of Congress. 
Needed Legislation 
The list of needed legislation on 
which action was postponed is a 
long one. 

Legislation to require disclosure 
of the financial details of employe 
welfare and pension plans, endorsed 
by the AFL-CIO, has remained in 
committee. It has been sharply op- 
posed by businessmen’s organiza- 
+i 

Extensive hearings were held 
on extension of minimum wage 
protection, but the bills are still 
in committee. The Administra- 
tion proposed coverage of only 
about 2.5 million workers in- 
stead of the 9.6 million the AFL- 
CIO recommended, 


Defeat of the school-aid con- 
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No action was taken on Taft- 
Hartley Act amendments, except 
for Senate passage of a measure au- 
thorizing “detailed disclosure” of 
union financial reports to the Labor 
Dept. More money than the Ad- 
ministration proposed has been 
voted for medical research but no 
action has occurred on basic health 
legislation. Funds were saved in 
some instances for the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, but the House 
Interior Committee delayed the 
Senate-passed Hells Canyon bill. 

Congress “provided for a start” 
in pushing atomic power develop- 
ment by instructing the Atomic 
Energy Commission to get plans for 
government-financed reactors but 
“it remains to be seen whether the 
AEC will follow through.” 

The flood insurance act of 1956 
was killed, for practical purposes, 
when funds for operation were de- 
nied. The President “pocket-ve- 
toed” bills for needed pay increases 
for postal and classified (civil serv- 
ice) government workers. No ac- 
tion was taken on a bill to require 
equal ._pay for women workers. 


struction bill was “one of the 
greatest disappointments.” There 
| has been no comprehensive at- 
tack on the housing problem “in 
the face -of ever-mounting 
needs.” An area-development 
bill, blocked in the House in 
1956 after Senate passage, has 
made “no further progress.” 


No Action on T-H 


On unemployment insurance, the 
Administration has urged the sep- 
arate states to act but in two years 


The 85th Congress passed a No action has been taken in 


“major bill” to compel federal 


The 85th Congress in 1957 also 
passed a “hardship” bill in the di- 
rection of immigration reform, and 
the AFL-CIO endorsed the meas- 


the “net effect” is that states have 
dropped farther behind the pro- 
claimed goals of at least 50 percent 
of regular earnings. Cash benefits 
for workmen’s compensation have 
been increased but “improvements 
have not kept pace with changing 


ure. No action was taken to meet 


times.” 


alone, it rose 6 percent. : 


Impairs Protection 

“This rising cost barrier deprives 
a growing number of families of 
access to good medical care and 
leaves others with a heavy burden 
of expense and indebtedness,” the 
report said. 

“Furthermore, it seriously affects 
the operation of health benefit pro- 
grams that unions have succeeded 
in establishing through collective 
bargaining and impairs the protec- 
tion which those plans affords to 
wage earners.” 

Rising costs plus other problems 
experienced in making better health 
protection available to members 
have forced more and more unions 
to search for improvements, the 
council said. 


ment. 


The revised and modified na- 
tional health insurance bill intro- 
duced in Congress by Rep. John 
Dingell (D- Mich.) and Sen. 
James E. Murray (D-Mont.) and 
proposed health insurance cov- 
erage for federal employes were 
noted among legislative possibil- 
ities. 


vivors and disability insurance, the 


s 


The result, it added, has been a 
growth of interest in a “greater em- 
phasis” upon preventive medical 
care and early diagnosis and treat- 


In a discussion of old-age, sur- 


prestige which has been suffered by 


raised benefits to the levels he 
recommended. It called for fed- 
eral action to restore the pro- 
gram “to its intended purpose.” 


The council’s study of unenm- 
ployment compensation in the# 
states led it to conclude that “so 

serious is their inadequacy” that 
after 50 years the program is ia 
danger “not so much from outside 
attack as from internal neglect.” 


the report again emphasized the 
AFL-CIO’s belief that full disclos 
ure of the financial details of all 
such plans is desirable. © 


It firmly opposed the goal of the 
commercial insurance and employ- 


the Allott bill. 
The council likewise opposed the 


National Association of Insurance 
it would impose great burdens of 


in effect exempt those run by en- 
ployers alone. It called on the states’ 
to enact reforms of insurance codes 
which would eliminate abuses of j 
employe welfare funds. 


Reed Turns Down | 
Civil Rights Post 


a job that might conflict. 


On proposed health, welfare and} 
pension plan disclosure legislation, # 


er lobbies for exemption of plans F 
administered unilaterally by em > 
ployers, now before Congress in a 


proposed state bill sponsored by the F 
Commissioners on the ground that 


joint union-management funds, but 


ver 
two years toward tax reform to |council examined in detail the ef- 2 AF 
relieve low- and moderate-in- |forts—successful and unsuccessful PB cy ac Bak Rood, voted babs #4 
come families “ loop- |—t? induce Congress to enact im- justice, 0 ry 
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: FL-CIO Has Maintained Principles — 


)f ‘Free, Honest, Dedicated Unionism’ 


ifth Amendment Rules, | 
odes Reviewed in Report 


he AFL-CIO in its first two years as a merged federation has 
up to the principles of “free, honest and dedicated trade 
nism,” the Executive Council said in a summary report on 


2 practices. 


he constitution adopted by the founding convention in ‘Decem- 


1955 “reaffirmed the prin- 
of national and international 
i autonomy,” the council 
but also “made it clear that 
fights of autonomy do not in- 
fe the right of a corrupt or 
munist-dominated union to 
in in affiliation.” — 
Provisions Cited 
he report cited the constitu- 
provisions that established 
general principles of the federa- 
and the investigatory and sus- 
jon powers of the Executive 


in il. 
5 Kk rejected complaints that in 
actions the Executive Coun- 
Bhad deprived citizens of their 
hts under the Fifth Amend- 
mt or had improperly applied | 
#roactively” the principles of 
‘@ trade union movement. 
The council resolution on the 
ith Amendment “has been mis- 
emf! preted by some as requiring 
oad tomatic? expulsion of any 
~ ide union leader” who invokes 
It has also been called an at- 
Bupt to “wipe out” the amend- 
ve- Sent from the Constitution, the 
en- #oncil said, but “neither is true.” 
it’s #An investigation is required” 
ind @en a union leader uses the Fifth 
nas. Miendment, and if the amendment 


he ® “invoked as a shield to avoid |: 


ed«Movery of corruption on his part, 
ro- Bhas no right to continue to hold 
e.” Bie union office.” 

em. gone of the Codes of, Ethical 
the F cticés have been, applied “in 3 
“gq poactive manner,” ‘thé! ¥ @uncil 
that ported. 


sin Two Basic Questions 
sidé Ithere are “basically two ques- 
2s” before the council in an 
and Hrestigation, the report stated: 
ion, Bether present leadership consti- 
the fies “corrupt . influences” and 
‘los- fiether the..union involved “is 
allepared to undertake appropriate 
tion to eliminate persons who 
the Pustitute corrupt influences.” 


loy- {The council reported that the}. 


lang #t three cases, involving allega- 
em- Ms of corrupt. influences came 
. jn Flore the council in June 1956 
‘@d were referred to the Ethical 
the #Xtices Committee. In August, 
the #ther investigation was ordered 
nce #4! the first code, establishing a 
that #t Of guides and principles” to 
~~ plement the Constitution, was 
but F pted. 
em- {Unions involved in the first cases 


Auxiliaries Will © 
Merge on Dec. 9 


The AFL-CIO Auxiliaries 
will come into existence Dec. 
9 in Atlantic City, N. J. when 
merger between the Ameri- 
can Federation of Women’s 
Auxiliaries of Labor (for- 
merly AFL) and the Na 
tional CIO Auxiliaries (for- 
merly CIO) is effected. 

Each organization will hold 
a separate convention on Dec. 
7 to approve the merger 
agreement and then meet in 
joint convention. | 

The AFL-CIO Executive 
Council in its repert declared 
that “the merger of the two 
auxiliaries will create a potent 
force for good in the Amer- 
ican trade union movement.” 


ANNOUNCEMENT of the ouster of Pres. Dave Beck of the Team- 
sters as a vice president of the AFL-CIO had just been made by 
Pres. George Meany when this photo was taken. The action fol- 


lowed an investigation by the Ethical Practices Committee. 


Council Urges 
|Fast U. S. Aid 
For Schools 


| Lf federal funds are not quickly 
| provided, the nation’s school con- 
‘struction rate may head downward 
in spite of the tragic shortage of 
classrooms which -already exists. 
That’s the warning contained in 
‘the education. section of the AFL- 
}CIO Executive Council’s report, 
which points out that “in recent 
years, unfortunately,. the public 
schools have been less and less 
able to meet the growing responsi- 
‘bilities that our democratic form 


‘ them.” 


Demand Outraces Growth 
The Executive Council described 


eral school construction bill by 
Congress as “one of the greatest 
legislative disappointments of the 
last two years.” It noted that in 
both 1956 and 1957 “a narrow 
margin of votes in the House of 
Representatives has denied ade- 
‘quate schooling to millions of 
American children.” 


“America’s investment in new 
classrooms has grown spectacu- 
larly since the end- of World War 
Il, but it has failed to catch he 
with the soaring demand,” the 
report said. 

“While a record 63,000 new 
schoolrooms were built last year, 


were the Laundry Workers, Allied 
Industrial Workers and Distillery 
Workers. Later cases processed in- 
volved the Teamsters, Bakery 
Workers and United Textile Work- 
ers. There were also cases involv- 
ing two directly affiliated . locals, 
Can Workers Local No. 22623 and 
Waste Handlers Local 20467. 


' Investigations of four of the 
nationals or internationals were 
initiated by the council “prior 
to any hearings or disclosures by 
the McClellan (Senate) commit- 
tee,” the report stated. Two 
others, involving the ‘Teamsters 
and United Textile Workers, 
“were initiated following disclos- 
ures by the McClellan commit- 
tee.” 


In each case “the union involved 
was given a full opportunity to 
present all evidence” and even after 
adverse findings “was given an op- 
portunity to take affirmative action 
to clean its own house.” 


-All but one of the unions—the 
Teamsters—took ~“full advantage” 
of its opportunity to appear before 
the Ethical Practices Committee 
and the council itself, the council 
said. 

“No union which has conscien- 
tiously attempted to comply with 
the constitutional provisions of the 
AFL-CIO has been investigated or 
given directives by the Executive 
Council,” the report said. - 


‘tj Evils of T-H Act, NERB 
Go Before Convention 


Criticisms of the Taft-Hartley Act voiced by the merger con- 
vention two years ago “are as valid now as they were then,” the 
ome || AFL-CIO Executive Council reported to the convention. 
ised | ‘In addition, the policies of the National Labor Relations 
ving jj Board have heen such as to weigh the provisions of the law 
ent j] even more strongly against organized labor. ~ 
The U.S. Supreme Court has devoted an unusually large por- 
tion of its time in the past two years to deciding labor cases. 
res. ]/ There has been a somewhat contradictory trend in these deci- 
ally }} sions since the role of state governments in the labor relations 
sist Il field has been both enlarged and diminished. 
edit State power has been enhanced by the court’s holding that 
Su the U.S. Constitution does not prevent a state from enjoining 
jus peaceful organizational picketing that violates a state law 


‘ivil 


-ivil #] 8gainst coercing an employer 


ory ‘|| Tight to join or refuse to join a union. 

tive The power of the states has been lessened by the court’s 
for jj tuling that the refusal of the NLRB to act on matters within 
, he is jurisdiction does not give the state courts or agencies the 
old }| tuthority to intrude. — i 


to interfere with his workers? 


Labor’s Political Role 


Expanded by Necessity 


Labor has increasingly engaged in political education and action| districts the public debt. has al- 
both by choice and necessity, the Executive Council told the AFL-|ready reached its maximum legal 


hoa ave progress” in finding] limits, while in others the prop- 


CIO convention, and has made 


"> 


we now need 67,000 new class- 
rooms each year just to take care 


_|of current obsolescence, the en- 


rollment rise and the loss of schools 
due to fire, floods and demolition.” 


Construction Declining 
Pointing out that in many school 


“new ways to meet new problems.” 
Necessity has pushed the union 
movement into political activity to 
counteract enemies who “have 
proved they can, through use of 
the political weapon, seriously 
weaken our efforts to obtain a 
better standard of living for our 
members and for our country.” 

But choice, too, is a factor: The 
maintenance and flowering of dem- 
ocratic principles, which are under 
heavy attack by totalitarians, im- 
pose heavy responsibilities on all 
those who enjoy democracy’s bene- 
fits. 

Accept Obligation 

“We of the trade union move- 
ment accept that obligation,” the 
council stated. 

“We cannot, nor should we seek 
to, remain an island in the com- 
munity. We will continue to make 
progress toward the end that we 
may contribute our full share to- 
ward the improvement of the gen- 
eral welfare and the strengthening 
of democracy.” \ 

The council reviewed the recon- 
struction of labor’s political ma- 
chinery in the two years since mer- 
ger and the activity of the merged 


|Committee for Political Education 


in the election contests of 1956 and 
1957. 

Win or lose, labor is often “the 
only source of support available 
to the honest and sincere candi- 
date unwilling to compromise 
principle with political exped- 
iency. Labor participation in a 
campaign enlists additional num- 
bers of public-spirited union men 
and women who learn the me- 
chanics and practice of an oper- 
ating democracy. They form the 
core for later efforts.”. 

“It would be disastrous for the 
labor movement fo so involve itself 


| with the fortunes of any political 


party that victory or defeat for the 


\| party constitutes victory or defeat 


of the labor movement,” the coun- 
cil said in reaffirming the principle 
of nonpartisanship. 

In 1956, the council pointed out, 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany ap- 
peared before the platform com- 


tions to the 
committee. 


policy and welfare programs. 
Review Past Two Years 


ord.” 


litical history,” 


beaten. 

Registration of union mem- 
bers as voters remains a prin- 
cipal objective of COPE. Exam- 
ples were cited of shocking dis- 
parities between potential un- 
jon voters and union members 
actually registered. Affiliated 
organizations, said the council, 
should establish “permanent, sys- 
tematic year-round programs 
leading to full registration of our 
members and their families.” 


troversy over civil rights.” 


"tion and Sec.-Treas. William F. 


The General Board on the basis 
of an Executive Council recom- New Charter 
mendation endorsed the candidacies 
of Democrats Adlai E. Stevenson 
and Estes Kefauver after the analy-| leaders of the Bakery Workers 
sis of candidates and “party phil-| Union announced here they would 
osophy, promises, pledges and rec-| seek to form.a new organization 


The election that followed was| |: r 
“unprecedented. in American po- the present union, headed by Pres. 
the council noted, J 
in that the voters while re-electing} Convention. 
Pres. Eisenhower “gave leadership 
of Congress to the opposing party.” 

“No significant change took 
place” in the number of friends or 
or ik oe oe pobtr of the 298 Bakery ‘Workers locals 
gains were scored in 10 state legis- 
latures and in two states “right-to- 
work” proposals or candidates were 


erty tax base is insufficient to qual- 


mittee of the Democratic conven- ify the community as an adequate 


‘ss “credit risk” for borrowing, the. 
Schnitzler P oressaner recommenda-| council foresees a declining con- 


Republican platform) struction rate despite increasing 


classroom shortages over the next 


The Committee for Political Edu-| five years unless federal aid is 
cation analyzed the platforms and/| forthcoming. 
the candidates of both parties, both 


in regard to labor legislation and e 
with respect to economic, foreign Anti-Cross 


Bakers to Ask 


Atlantic City — Pro AFL-CIO 


and obtain a federation charter if 


James G. Cross, is expelled by the 


Philadelphia, a member of the Anti- 
Cross “Committee to Preserve In- 
tegrity” in the union, said that 95 


had elected delegates to a Dec. 6 
conference to decide on a future 
course. 

These delegates were chosen, De 
Concini said, at regular or special 
membership meetings of the locals, 
and were “instructed” to work for 
continued affiliation with the AFL- 
CIO, They represented, he said, 
somewhere about 50,000 of the 
union’s 135,000 members. 

The committee to preserve integ- 
rity is composed of four vice presi- 
dents of the Bakery Workers Union 
and former Sec.-Treas. Curtis B. 
Sims, who filed original charges 


The whole field of political edu-| against Cross. 
cation and organization, the coun- 
cil reported, “must be tackled on| conference, 
a full-time basis with trained full-} would be to “stand by” the conven- | 
time personnel.” The Women’s Ac-| tion to see if the Bakery Workers | 
tivities Division of COPE is now} officials follow a course that leads 
working on registration. Action by| to expulsion from the AFL-CIO, 
the labor movement is needed to 
meet the “explosive reaction of mi-| “then in my mind there is no ques- 
nority groups to the current con-| tion but that we would ask immedi- 


The objective of the Anti-Cross 
De Concini stated, 


If that should happen, he said, 


ately for a charter.” 


of society inevitably thrusts upon . 


‘the continued rejection of a fed-' 


Vice-Pres. John De Concini of - 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
them with any other segment of 
the population of our country.” 

He told the delegates that they 
represent “people in a group second 
to none in importance — in peace 
and i in war and in times of national 
crisis.” 

Meany’s speech covered major 
issues in which the labor movement 
has been intensely interested: ethi- 
cal practices, organizing problems, 
big business domination of the na- 
tional administration, international 
affairs and the threat to world de- 
mocracy arising from Soviet and 
other types of colonialism. _ 

Meany spoke after the conven- 
tion had heard brief addresses of 
welcome by Chairman John Moretti 
of the Atlantic City AFL-CIO coun- 
cil and Paul Krebs and Louis Mar- 
ciante, heads of the unmerged state 
CIO and AFL councils respectively. 

Labor Leads the Way 

In his speech Meany said “labor 
has been consistently ahead” in 
rallying the nation to meet its pres- 
ent problems. “We cannot afford 
big business domination today,” he 
said. In peacetime, “I, guess we 
could afford an administration 
dominated and officered by big 
business but that’s too expensive a 
luxury today.” 

“We have no time for the trickle- 
down theory, no time to make a 
fetish of balancing the budget.” 

‘In view of the world situa- 
tion, the AFL-CIO president 
said, “there is no price too high 
to pay for the preservation of 
national security and the individ- 
val freedom of our people.” 

“No sacrifice is too painful 
to assure the survival of our 
country and other nations of the 
free world,” Meany said, as the 
delegates burst into applause. 

In a detailed review of the de- 
velopments in the Soviet sector of 
the world, Meany said the “present 
situation demands of America that 
we recognize clearly. and unmistak- 
ably the means to our way of life 
in the rapidly mounting power of 
the Soviet dictatorship.” 

During the last two years, he re- 
called, the free world has seen 
Soviet efforts “to foment war in the 

Middle East by supplying arms to 
a public dictator in Egypt, threats 
against Turkey, and constant propa- 
ganda against the U. S. for alleged 
imperialistic designs” on the Arab 
countries. 


Msgr. Higgins Cites 
Labor Leaders’ Role 


his invocation at the opening 
of the AFL-CIO convention, 
stressed heavily the issues of 
ethics and morality. 

He said that labor’s lead- 


_| “take such action as may be neces- 


He noted that in France, the 
Kremlin-controlled Communists 
have voted for a get-tough policy 
in Algeria, while Kremlin-directed 
Communists in Algeria fight in the 
national resistance movement 
against France. 


Progress Is Urgent 
He cited the “brutal action” of 
the Soviet regime in crushing the 
Hungarian people and the rapid de- 
velopment once again of “one-man 
control of the entire economy and 
war machine” by Khrushchev. 


In view of these develop- 
ments, he said, labor must use 
all its influence to imsure that 
this country makes rapid prog- 
ress in such fields as scientific 
research and the improvement 
of our educational system. 

“We must see to it that de- 
mocracy applies equally to all 
the citizens of our nation.” 

Turning to the civil_rights issue, 
Meany emphasized that “we simply 
can’t afford any more Little Rock 
incidents.” We must make certain 
that no Americans “suffer indigni- 
ties for being what we are.” 

“We must continue our efforts to 
make democracy a living thing here 
at home” Meany said. 

“We must unceasingly and un- 
relentingly carry on the fight until 
the last vestige of race and religious 
bias is wiped from the face of the 
nation.” 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Union — whose officers had resis- 
ted efforts of an AFL-CIO moni- 
tor to carry through a clean-up con- 
vention — was given one final 
chance. 


Distillery Union leaders later 
sent word to the AFL-CIO they 
would do anything to stay in the 
AFL-CIO ranks. Meany said the 
officers would be offered an agree- 
ment to sign, clearly mandating the 
AFL-CIO to clean corruption out 
of the union. Failure to sign, he 
indicated would result in suspension 
and possible expulsion. 

Act on Charters 

‘In another action, the council 
authorized Meany to revoke the 
charters -of state and local central 
bodies which had failed to merge 
by the Dec. 5 deadline provided in 
the constitution. 

Meany was also authorized to 


sary to effect the merger of central 
bodies not as yet merged, or to 
create and charter new central 
bodies in lieu of those whose char- 
ters are revoked.” 

In some states; it appears 
likely, the AFL-CIO headquar- 
ters will press for action, while 
in others where merger is more 
or less around the corner, the 
groups will be encouraged to 
hasten the unity process. 

Two-man subcommittees of 
the council, consisting of one 
officer from the former AFL and 
one from the former CIO, may 
be named to work with central 
bodies in some states. 

Representatives of un-merged 
state and city groups were seated 
as “guests,” not delegates, at the 
convention. 

The council, in other actions, 
recommended to the convention 
that the per capita from inter- 
national unions be set at five cents 


per member per month, and from 


‘Deals’ 


continue its fight against anti-labor 
legislation, including so-called 
“right-to-work” laws, in the face of 
“well financed efforts by those who 
make a business of breaking down 
labor unions and labor standards.” 

He called for improvement in our 
social security system, better hous- 
ing, and other social welfare meas- 
ures. 

We must help “build the stand- 
ards of workers all over the world,” 
Meany said, urging greater Ameri- 
can heip to the under-developed 
areas of the free world. 


“We are dedicated to human 
values,” Meany emphasized. 
“We are dedicated to the idea 
of making peoples’ lives better 
through the application of a 
sound policy of trade unionism 
that will assure the worker a 
fair share of the wealth he 
helped to create.” 

The convention sessions were 
held in the second-floor auditorium 
of the Atlantic City convention 
hall. 

Behind the platform hung a 
neon-lighted replica of the .AFL- 
CIO seal, in red, white and blue. 
Huge spotlights provided a glare on 


Meany Bars ‘Compromise With Evill 


Derides Stories of 
With Corrupt Leadership 


Meany called on the AFL-CIO‘ to|F 


NEW CITATIONS carrying a “well done” on local registratiog 
drives from AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany and Sec.-Treas. Willian 
F. Schnitzler have gone to nine unions to date in COPE’s lateg 
registration drive. Watching the signatures go on the first group 
citations is James L. McDevitt, director of COPE. 


3 Suspended Unions. | 


Exercise Appeal Rights 


(Continued from Page 1) 


stage.and floor for the benefit of Senate committee—which the AFL- 


several TV news cameras perched 
on top of a 16-foot platform, at 
one side of the auditorium. 


month instead of the previous 80 
cents. The constitutional change, 
if accepted, will not increase AFL- 
CIO income, since unions have been 
paying at these rates for several 
months, on an assessment basis. 

Provisions were also made to ex- 
tend for another two years the old 
AFL-CIO no-raiding agreement, 
which applies to those unions which 
ratify it. 

Meany, in a press conference af- 
ter the council meeting, was caus- 
tic in his remarks about leaders of 
both the suspended United Textile 
Workers and the on-probation Dis- 
tillery Workers. 

The UTW had accepted pro- 
bationary status, removed old of- 
ficers and submitted to new pro- 
grams directed by the monitor, 
Peter McGavin, assistant to Meany. 
One of those steps was an audit 
of the union’s books. 

The evidence, Meany said, 
brought up “the question of 
good faith” on the part of UTW 
officers. The union, he said, is 
under the influence of’ persons 
“who have been robbing” the 
organization. 

“Thievery is still going on,” he 
said. “The auditors are turning 
up almost incredible evidence. It 
seems to be the business of peo- 
ple in that office to steal the 
union’s money.” 

Pay raises to officials of the 
union, he added, involve kick-backs 
to the former secretary-treasurer, 
Lloyd Klenert. 

The council has suspended the 
union, he said, and will ask the 
convention “to revoke the charter 
— with powers vested in the Execu- 
tive Council to implement the re- 
vocation.” 

Discussing the Teamsters case, 
Meany said the status of the union 
is essentially in the “hands of one 
man” — an obvious reference to 
Pres.-Elect James R. Hoffa. 


directly affiliated locals at $1 a 


“He’s the immediate problem,” 


CIO never substantiated by means 
of an independent investigation.” 


Council Firm on Clean-up Drive 


As 2nd AFL-CIO Convention Opens 


Meany commented, “but the Team- 
sters have many of them.” 

The council meeting came as 
the climax of a series of pre-con- 
vention’ meetings that started on 
Dec. 2. 

These included the conventions 


tion, an organization of AFL-CIO 
labor paper editors; and the Build- 
ing Trades, Metal Trades, Mari- 
time Trades and Union Label de- 
partments of the AFL-CIO. 

Several hundred delegates were 
in attendance at the meetings. 
Each heard an address by Meany. 


At the Building Trades con- 
vention, Meany voiced disagree- 
ment with two themes in a key- 
note speech by Pres. Richard 
Gray: that unions should forego 
wage increases as a means of 
fighting inflation, and that the 
building trades are justified in 
demanding an immediate grant 
of jurisdiction over all construc- 
tion and maintenance building 
work in industrial plants. 


Alex Rose Heads 
Appeals Committee 


Atlantic City—Pres. Alex 
Rose of the Hatters was 
named chairman of the nine- 
man Appeals Committee at 
the second  comstitutional 
convention of the AFL-CIO. 

Other members are. John 
Murphy, Bricklayers; Al Hart- 
nett, Intl. Union of Elec- 
trical, Radio &-. Machine 
Workers; A. J. Bernhardt, 
Railway Carmen; John J. 
Rollings, Missouri State La- 
bor Council; I. W. Abel, 
Steelworkers; Harry Sayre, 
Papermakers and Paperwork- 
ers; Edward J. Leonard, Plas- 
terers, and Felix C. Jones, 
Cement Workers. 


of the Intl. Labor Press Associa-| 


Ralph Fagan, elected a. short tim 


He repeated the Teamsters’ de 
fense that “alleged events and 
tivities,” even if- true, “occurred 
before the adoption of the. 19§ 
AFL-CIO Constitution,” and ca 
not properly be used against ih 
union: 

The Bakery Workers areal Ww 


ibs 5 See 


argued by Pres. James G. Cros 
whose ouster from top office in th 
union was made a condition 6 
“compliance” by the council sui 
pension resolution. 
Cross said that the AFL-CIO 
Ethical Practices Committee was 
either incorrect in its findings of 
fact about his conduct or had 
found that his actions constituted 
merely “a serious error in judg 
ment.” 
With no more than this to go 
on, he said, “150,000 members” 
of the union were “irresponsibly 
smeared as dupes and pawns ii 
the hands of racketeers and 
gangsters.” 

The appeal for the Laund 
Workers was presented by Pres 


RgO to replace the former leadel 
ip. : 

The Teamsters won token 
port in the convention of the Build 
ing and Construction Trades Dept 
when a resolution adopted withou 
dissent urged the AFL-CIO not 
expel the union. i 

The resolution did not pledg 
concerted action toward this @ 
by the department’s affiliates. 

Asked for his opinion of 
resolution at a press conferene 
several hours later, Meany rear) ied 
that he had not seen it. He vote 
opinion that the resolution was “0 
a subject for the Building Tr 


Dept.” 
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